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M' John Dill, 


Mr. EomMunDHirr, 
And to the reft of the 


RELATIONS. 


My much-eſteemed Friends, 
E ought not at any time 
with an exceſſive Griet 


to bewail the Departure of a 
good man from this vain and 
miſerable World, for tis a place 

A 3 where 


The Epiſtle 

where he is in Exile, and when 
he dies he ”arrives at his dear 
and blefſed home. Such a one 
| believe your. Friend to have 
been, i.and hope that he 1s now 
there, where is no Sin, nor Pain, 
nor Death, and w has the weary 
be at reſt ; at his cefire I prea- 
ched the following Diſcourſe, 
and at yours it is now publiſhed, 
and I pray God that it may be 
ſerviceable to you and many 
others. 


This pafling fading World 
charms the Sons of men with. its 
ſoft Pleaſures and Temprations, 
but the reaſon of their being io 
charmed, is. from cheir own 
Blindnels and Inconſideration ; 


they 


Dedicatory, 


they ſee not the Poyſon that 
lurks under all its Sweetnels, 
nor the Sword that ſtabs them 
when it (miles : They conlider 
not how ſoon their Strength, 
their Faſe, and their Joys will 
periſh ; for, it they did, they 
could not doat on fo frail a 
Trifle, nor be ' greatly tranſpor- 
ted with that which is of a ſhort 
continuance, and may vaniſh as 
in the ewinkling of an Eye, no 
more than a man that only rides 
Poſt through a delicious Coun- 
try, can ſuffer his Thoughts ro 
ſwell with too great an admi- 
\ ration of it*, ſeeing it yields 
him only the Pleaſure of an 


haſty view. 
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If this World were all plea- 
ſant, if all the Year were Sum- 
mer, and every Month were 
May ; it all that we heard were 
Muſical, -and all that we faw 
were attended with accompliſhe 
Beauty, yet ſo long as the plea- 
ſure of all this is but fading, 
'tis not greatly to be prized. 


Sometimes indeed our Life 
has its days of Triumph, as well 
as thole of Huwiliatiim ; we 
have ſometimes cauſe of extraor- 
dinary Praiſe, as well” as : of 
Mourning at other leſs pleaſant 
Seaſons ; it may dry our Tears 
tor our particular Loſſes, when 
the Mercies of our Country call 


us 


Dedicatory, 
us to ſhare in a publick Joy : 
And ſo we are now called by 
the late Viflory that God gave 
our Fleet ower © the French at 
Sea; we adore him for inſpi- 
ring our Admirals and our Sca- 
men with Courage and Refolu- 
tion, and for that eminenr Suc- 
cels that he gave them in the 
day of Battel, wherein ſo many 
of our Enemies,” and of their 
biggeſt Ships, ſank like Lead 
in the mighty Waters. And 
we hope, that as the Divine 
Providence has by this means 
begun the Ruine of, that great 
Enemy of Mankind, fo it will en- 
tirely finiſh tt; and to ſee (o 
great a Pharoah and his Hoſt 
totally overthrown, would make 

. our 


<7 


The Epiſtle 


our Life more pleaſant 3 but 
yet, as men that have a frail 
and a mortal Conſtitution, we 
muſt look for many - Changes 
and Alrerations in this lower 
World, ſo many are the Pains 
ro which our poor Bodies are 
obnoxious. Such certain Mile- 
ries attend us, and ſuch ſtinging 
Troubles, that 1t ſhould great- 
ly Ieflen our eſteem and value 
of this preſent Life. If it were 
not that a man hath now an 
opportunity of being nlſetul, and 
ot {erving God, it were not 
worth his while to live: For, 
fer alide Religion, and its ſolid 
and durable Advantages, and all 
that 1s in the World, the Luft 
of the Fleſh, the Luſt of the 


Eyes, 


ENTS — ET 
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Eyes, and the Pride of Life ; all 
the moſt refined Pleaſures, the 
moſt ſplendid Equippage, the 
moſt convenient and noble Ha- 
birations, the moſt ſhining Riches, 
the moſt honourable and lofty 
Titles, and whateyer other gay 
things they are that an Idolizer 
of this World adores, they are - 
not worthy of a Thought z they 
are fo far- from being the Hap- 
pineſs of a Chriſtian, that they 
are below a Man, a Man 
whole immortal Soul cannot, 
without 'true Piety. from any of 
them, or from them all toge- 
ther, derive any- ſolid Satisfa- 
ction. 
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It is therefore the Wiſdom 
and the Love of God to his 


+ Servants, that he ſends them 


various Aﬀiictions, to wean them 
from ſo vain a ſtate. It is his 
Wiſdom that prepares the Croſs, 
and his Love that teaches them 
to bear it. It is good for us 
to meet with fad as well as 
pleaſant things, that ſo the 
ſharpneſs, and number, and va- 
riety, and continuance of our 
Evils may make us at length 
willing to quit the World, which 
we ſhould over-admire, if it 


_ were not ſometimes made to 


be uneaſie to us. And it was 
with Reaſon that a good man 
nſed often to ſay, I am more 

afraid 


| ——_— 
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afraid of the ſmiling World than 
of the frowning W. orld. An un- 
interrupted Proſperity may be a 
very great Curſe ; and it filled 

o&+ with Horror to conſider the 
miſerable Portion of wicked 
men, Though, ſays he Chap. xxi. 
7, S. they are mighty in power, 
their ſeed is eſtabliſhed in their 
fight with them, their Houſes are 
ſafe from fear, neither is the rod 
of God npon them : they ſpend 
their days in wealth, and in a 
moment they go down to the 
Grave. 


The whoJe Deſign of God 
in all his Providences to us, is 
to advance his own Glory, by 
drawing off our Minds trom the 
things 


- 
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things which are ſeen, and which 
are. temporal, to thoſe that are 
inviſible and eternal, and by all 
- our earthly Lofles ro reach us 
more the Value of his own 
Grace, and by the death of our 
Friends to reach us more effe- 
Aually to remember our own 
Frailety ; and to make the ſeri- 
ous Impreſſions of it more ſtrong, 
was, I ſuppole, the firſt Origi- 
nal of Funeral Sermons, and for 
this purpoſe they are ſtill con- 
tinued, that the conſideration of 
the Dead may turther the Ho- 
lineſs and Salvation of the Li 
ving ; and I wiſh that the fol- 
lowing Diſcourſe may have ſuch 


a good effect. 


My 


Deaicator'y, 


My Friends, yo have loſt a 
near and a comfortable Relation, 
and you have” loſt him in bis 
Youth, but not fooner than Cod 
ſaw it ſeaſonable and fit for him 
to depart ; his great Orders muſt 
be obeyed, and in his Pleaſure 
muſt you acquieſce, by whoſe 
appointment we both live and 
dye. IT am a Witneſs of your 
Chriſtian Submiſſion to rhat P:o- 
vidence that fo lately took away 
your dear Relation : I wiſh you 
a continuance of that and of eve- 
ry other Grace : May you al- 
ways have enough of this World 
for your own Comfort, 4nd the 
Good of others : May you, while 
you enjoy it, not love it with an 

mM- 
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immoderate AﬀeCction : And may 
\, you, after many years of Service 

on Earth, go late, into a better 
World ; and may this following 
Diſcourſe be helpful to many in 
their Preparations for Eternity. 
I beg of you to let it have your 
Prayers to this purpoſe, and when 
you are moſt ſerious, I beleech 
you not to be unmindful of 


Tour Keal Friend and 


Servant, 
Loumen , 
Jine 9.169 2. 


T. RocEeks. 


THE. 


THE 
Changeableneſs of this World : 
BEING 
A Funeral Diſcourſe 


O N 


1 COR. vii 31. 
For the Faſhion of this World paſ- 


pars 
feth away. 


HIS Seafon had not been mourn- 

| ful to us, ,a5 ir now is, nor 

- » would theſe Perſons that now 

are here in a Dreſs and Garb 

of Sorrow, have had occaſion tor their 


Tears, if their Prayers, or Ours, could 
B have 
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have prevailed for the longer Life of our 
departed Friend Mr. Edmund Hill. We 
prayed for him in this and other places ; 
if it had fo pleaſed God, it would have 
beena mighty Joy to usto have ſeen him 
once again filling a Place in this Aſſem- 
bly,and joyning with us in Praiſes to the 
Moſt High, tor his Deliverance ; but we 
hope that he is joyned to a better Aſſem- 
bly, and has obtained a Deliverance of a 
far better kind, even a Deliverance from 
an evil World, from Sin and Milery. 
He had indeed a painful and a weary 
Pilgrimage, with many reſtleſs hours, 
and with great Afflitions he is arrived 


at his Journeys end. He did not bend | 


undey 'the Weight of many years ; nor 
came he near to the uſual term of Hu- 
man Life, in his tender Youth, and in the 
prime and flower of his Age was he cal- 
ted away : His Sun is gone down at 
Noon, and ſet when we and his other 
Fricrids might have hoped that it would 
have ſhined along time. While he lived, 
he was very uſctul in his Station, ſerious 
in Religion, mindful of his God, and kind 

ro 


| 


, 
$ 


to his Friend, and each of his neareſt Re- 
lations may juſtly ſay, / am diſtreſſed for 
thee my Brother Edmund, very pleaſant 
haſt thou been unto me ; thy Love to me 
was wonderful, paſſing the love of Women. 
He was 2 very deſireable Relation, and a 
moſt acceptable Friend ; but he was but 
mortal, a man of a ſhort continuance, 
and as a Shadow that paſſes away. We 
ſaw him, we diſcoursd with him with 


+ great pleaſure a little while ago, but now 


we ſhall not ſee him til the Heavens be 
no more : To the ſame Grave muſt we 
go, where he now dwells ; he is gone, 
and it will in a little time be our Turn 
to go. God grant that his Death may 
be of uſe to us that are alive, that by this 
and other Warnings we may be fit todye, 
and that our Work may be done before 
our Sentence pals. Ir was his deſire, that 
I ſhould perform this laſt A&t of Friend- 
ſhip to his Memory; and preach a Fune- 
ral Sermon for him. Little did I think, 
ſome few Months ago, that one that was 
then ſo healthful, fo Trealy cod lo young, 
would {o ſoon be at his Long home ; bur 

| Bz alas 
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alas ! how vain a thing is Man! how 
little is he to be accounted of, ſeeing his 
Breath is in his Noſtrils, and as the Graſs 
which flouriſheth aud groweth up in the 
morning, 4nd in the evening is cut down 
and withereth ! Nothing on Earth is fixed 
and ſtable ; what 'is moſt lovely, plea- 
{ant, and deſirable, ſtays but alittle while, 
and therefore we ſhould fix our Minds, 
our Thoughts,our Hopes,our Choice,and 
all the Aﬀections of our Souls upon a 
ſtate whoſe Beauty never fades, and 
whoſe Glory never is eclipſed ; for, as 
to this World, the faſhion thereof paſſeth 
away. The Apoſtle, in the Verſes be- 
fore the Text, ddviles to a very great 
moderation of Spirit, as to all the Com- 
forts of this Life ; for; ſays he, The time 
# ſhort ; and being lo ſhort, it ought not 
to be laid out in a too eager Purſuit even 
of lawful things. It remaineth that both 
they that have Wives'be as though the 
had none ; that is, notwithſtanding 'G 
dear a Relation, they ſhould not exceed 
in their Aﬀection, but be in a continual * 
readinels for Sufferings, and Perlecutions, 
and 
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and Death : And they that weep, as though 
they wept not ; 'hovgh they mourn tor 
tie lots o: taceir Friends, and upon many 
G61.,2r occations, yet not to let their Grief 
exceed the bounds of Reaſon and R:ligi- 
on, tor they are but to weep a little 
while : And they that rejoyce ſhould 
temper their proſperous Mirth with wiſe 
and {ober Refleftions, knowing they and 
their Joys too willſoon be gone, and that 
the very things that now are the Subjects 
of their Contentment,w1ll in a ſhort time 
be no more ſatisfactory to them : And 
he adds, thoſe who are employed in the 
great Aﬀairs and Buſineſs of Lite, which 
attead upoa a plentiful condition, ſhould 
uſe the World as not abuſmg it, to Luxu- 
ry, Riot, or Exc:{s, or inordinate plea- 
ſing of the Fleſh, for the faſhion of thi 
World paſſeth away, i appearances and 
ſtate of things change and vary ina very 
little ſpace, the condition of this World 
is never fixed, the face of things alcers 
almoſt every moment. A# the Goods 
of this World are of a ſhort duration, and 


laſt but a little while, and whilſt they cone 
= tinue, 


« 
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tinue, undergo innumerable alterations. 1 
ſhall proceed in this method. 

1. Shew how the faſhion of thu World 
paſſeth away. 

2. What Advantages we may derive 
from the ſerious conſideration of fo great 
a Truth. 

r. When it z ſaid, Th. t the faſhion of 
this World paſſes away, it u principally 
meant of this Earthly Globe, this World 
where we dwell ; as to the upper Regions, 
and the vaſt Spheres above, and the Star- 
ry Heaven, they ſeem not all to change, 
but keep the ſame ſteddy and regular 
motions which they ever had :- All the 
things under the Moon are perpetually 
changing and ebbing to and fro, even 
the Parts of Nature, that have the lon- 
geſt Life and the moſt harden'd Conſti- 
tutions, do inthe progreſs of time decay. 
The Eagle and the Raven live the Jon- 
geſt among Birds, the Elephant and the 
Stag among Beaſts, the Oak among Ve- 
Betables, Stones and Metals among thoſe 
Treaſures which Nature hath laid up in 
the Boſc, of the Earth, yet they all 

have 
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have a time of growth and encreaſe, a 
time of ripeneſs and perfection, and then 
of declination, which brings them at 
laſt to a total diſſolution. The Elements 
are often changed, and as'Philo has ob- 
ſerved, they diſpenſe rhemfelves by juſt 
Bounds and Rules. The Element of Fire 
loſeth ſometimes by condenſation ro the 
Air, and the Air by raretaQtion' again to 
it : And fo in the like manner the Air 
loſes to the Water, and the Water again 
to it. The Earth by ſeveral coaveyan- 
ces ſucks in the Waters of the Sea, but 
returns them again thither, ſuch Chan- 
ges there are here below ; but the Sun 
thines with as much light as ever, and 
the Stars that" beautifie the Sky have loſt 
z nothing of their Morning-beauty, and 

thoſe Philoſophers - that imagin'd the 

World grew old and decayed, as the Bo- 

dies of Animals do, ſhewed their own 

Dotage more by a great deal than the 

Worlds Decay ; for, the ſame Power, 

and Wiſdom, and Goodneſs that gave a 

Being to theſe excellent Parts of the 

Creation,does by the {ame prelerve them 
B4g trom 


8 The Changeableneſs 


from an Alteration. Sce at large on this 


Dr.- Hakewell's Apology for the Provi- 
dence of God. The lughett part of the 
Univerſe is not liable to Alteration and 
Corruption, as the lower is ; and u | 

certain (as one ſays) that after tovr - 

five thouſand years obſervation, 
men have curiouſly made of the Cu'e- 
ſtial Appearances, they have noc ob{cr- 
ved any thing very new, ſetting aſide 
one or two Stars, and eſpecially that 
which was diſcovered in the year 1572, 
to the great aſtoniſhment of Aſtrologers, 
and whereof they wrote entire Volumes, 
but this comes to paſs by the great and 
vaſt diſtance of theſe Bodies, and the con- 
tinual {ſwiftneſs of their motion, which 
hinders men from ſeeing or diſtintly 
minding what paſſes there ; but this 
lower World is ſubje& to Vaaity, and 
groans under a thouſand Mileries and 
Changes, becauſe of the firſt Sin, and if 
the Heavens are not changed in their 
proper _— yet in their Etfetsthey 
are, for they diſpenſe not to ſublunary 


things ſuch favourable Influences as they 
would 


would have done, had it rot been for the 
{> of Man ; and our Sin has planted in 
the tarth Thorns and Bryars ; and all 
that. Vertue and thoſe Comforts which 
betore the Fall it wouid have treely yiel- 
ded, are now to be extracted from it 
with a vaſt labour and toyl ; and from 
the Fall ariſes that Enmity which the 
other Creatures have againſt us and one 
another. 

2. The Faſhion of the Empires and Na- 
tions of this World paſſes away ; thoſe 
mighty Governments, and thoſe Empires 
that former Ages 'wonder'd at, are 
now. no more to be diſcerned, the Glory 
of their victorious Emperors, and their 
own Glory isdeparted : The Babylonian 
Monarchy yielded to the Perfran, the Per- 
fran to the Grecian, the Grecian to the 
Roman, and the Roman, that was ſo fa- 
mous, was at length divided, and torn 
alunder by Contutons and Civil Wars, 
by the Inundations of Goths and Yandals, 
and ſeveral other barbarous and cruel 
Enemies. The moſt :golden and beſt- 
eſtabliſh'd Thrones will ſometimes ſhake 


and 
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and totter>; the moſt buſie Kings muſt 
find a time to dyc, and the moſt Trium- 
phant be conquered by Death. Every 
Hiſtory, every Gazette, furniſhes us with 
an account ot the Viciſſitude and Change 
of Nations. What ſtrange Changes have 
late years produced in. /{ungary, in Tur- 
ky, in Savoy, Germany, 'and among our 
elves in England ! ſuch as we cannot 
but be aſtoniſhed at, eſpecially when we 
conſider,that amidſt ſo many terribleRe- 
volutions we have had one among us,that 
is their Wonder and our Happinets, their 
Envy and our Pleaſure, a very propiti- 
ous and favourable one indeed, of which 
our Hearts are glad, and which we hope 
God will long uphold. The Glory of 
this World, with reference to publick 
Societies, paſſes away ; in time their Cu- 
ſtoms, their Laws, their Language, and 
their Garb change, and what was applau- 
ded in one Age, becomes ridiculous, and 
is ſlighted in the next. Where are now 
the Cities of Babylon, of Nineveh, of Je- 
ruſajem, cven that Jeruſalem which was 
once famous for us ſtately Towers, for 

the 
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the number of its Inhabitants, for the 
Wiſdom and Piety of its Kings, and for 
the Temple which tor its richneſs and 
beautiful ſtructure, was the Wonder of 
the World? How many places where 
there were once comely Buildings, large 
Streets, a thriving and a buſie People,are 
now like ſo many Wilderneſſes, and pla- 
ces only poſſcſt with Owls and Dragons? 
What a different Face does a Nation ap» 
pear withal, whea it is all icratch'd and 
torn with bloody Wars, or when it is 
ghaſtly and pale with Famine, or when 
It lies ſoaking under ſome violent Inun- 
dation or Earthquakes, the Convullions 
of the Earth, and the Diſcale of Nature ! 
What Alterations are produced in the 
World with exceſſive Heats, or exceſlive 
Rains! What a different appearance the 
ſame place has from what it had once : 
Yourd#&yes have (adly viewed when Low-' 
don, by the Anger of God, and the Ma- 
lice of-the Papiſts, and the Sins of itsIn- 
habitants, was laid in Aſhes ; you ſaw 
her Beauty and your Houſes in the Duſt, 


may you never again behold fo fad a 
Specta- 


_ 
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SpeRtacle : You ſaw this City with 
Tears in her Grave, and you now, 
Thanks be to God, ſee !:2r Reiurreftion, 
which has wiped your Tears away : 
You have ſeen what Conſteraation 
reigned in this place, when the dreadtul 
Plague was, how deſolate, how mourn- 
ful and forlorn, what dreadtul Groans 
did you then hear, and how many : u- 
nerals did you- then fee! how !luerent 
was it then irom what it is now, when 
no mighty Sickneſs re:gns among us, | 
when our Exchange, our Streets, and 
our Churches too are thronged ! The 
greateſt Bodies paſs away through their 
own frailty, or with outward Violence. 
The talleſt Oaks are torn up by tie | 
Roots with Whirlwinds and Tempelts ; | 
The lottieſt and proudeſt Cedar of rne 
Wood is now and then tumbled down ; 
the ſtatelieſt Buildings tall ro decay, and 
the ſtrongeſt are conſumed by the length 
of time. Weſce now no more the Py- 
ramids of Egypt, the Coloſſus of Rhodes, 
the Mauſoleums and the Pillars that 


made ſo great a ſhew in former 49s 
an 


and that laſted for many Hundred 
years. 

3. The faſhion of particular Families 
paſſes away. How many that were once 
proſperous and flouriſhing, are now tal- 
len tro decay | How many that were once 
honoured and eſteemed, are now ſligh- 
ted and undervalued ! How many an 
Houſe, that was a while ago full of Cheer- 
fuinets and Mirth, is now tull of Sighs 
and Groans | In how many 1s the Voice 
of Weeping, and the Cry of the Widow 
and the Fatherle!s! One day your Fami- 
lies are healthful, and it may be- ſick 
the next ; one day you enjoy your 
Friends, anc + ou {ce them dead the next ; 
quickly does your [Houle become ax 
Hlouſe of Mourning .; one week you are 
trading, and butie, and tull of Projects, 
and the next it inay be your contriving 
Head is laid upon its laſt Pillow ; to day 
you look with fatisfaQtion upon a Bro- 
ther, a Friend, or a Child, and to mor- 
row the Flower is withered, and he is 
not ; and he with whom you now dif- 
cuurſe and have pleaſant Scciety, you 
then 
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then care not to look upon, when his 
Countenance is changed, and he is paſt 
away : To day your lovely Friend 
ſmiles upon you, | and ir+ his pleaſant 
looks, in his liveKneſs and his kind ex- 
preſſions, you taſte a great Plealure, and 
in a few days you mutt attend thisfo lo- |; 
ved ſo dear Friend unto his Grave, and | 
then, Job 7.9. As a cloud is conſumed 
and vaniſheth away, ſo he that goeth down 
to the Grave ſhall come up no more, he 
ſhall return no more to his Houſe, neither 
ſhall his place know him any more. The 
Sun that now fthines upon your Head 
gives you no. aſſurance that tro morrow 
thall be as fair or as warm a day as this, 
nor that he will continue to viſit you 
with his comfortable Beams: The Candle 
of the Lord may ſhine upon you now,but 
it may be very {oon extinguiſh'd,and the 
Night of Darkneſs come upon you. 

4. The Comfort of the things of this 
World often paſſes away, even whilſt we 
live. How many times do thoſe that 
were once our Friends turn our Enemies? 
How many times do believed Miſrepre- 

len- 
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ſentations cauſe them to have an undue 
or evil Opinion of us, and our innocent 
and faultleſs Actions? How many of 
thoſe that were our familiar Companions 
become ſhy and ſtrange? How may all 
the Comfort of our Friends, and our E- 
ſtates be gone by ſharp or by lingring 
Pain, by reſtleſs Nights and weary Days, 
by the Gout, or Stone, or Convulſions, 
or many other terrible Diſtrelſes that vex 
mortal men2 We may be weary of Li- 
ving long before we dye, and long be- 
fore Old-age come, we may ſee the days 
wherein we ſhall have no pleaſure. You 
now, it may be, have a competent 
Eſtate or Trade, by means whereof you 
can live in good" and tolerable faſhion, 
but the Fire may conſume your Houles, 
the Winds may fink your Veſſels, your 


Correſpondents may prove Cheats, and 


your Debtors faiband run away, ſo many 
unforeſeen Accidents there are that cauſe 
this World and our Comforts to change 
and vary. In a ſingle lite there are nu- 
merous Vexations, and the married 1s not 
every hour at caſe. A thouſand cccaſi- 
ons 
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ons of Trouble there are even in every 
ſtate ; what falſenels, what envying, 
what malice, what paſſions do we every 
where diſcern? How many Familiesare 
clothed in Raggs, and how many that 


know not how to live? How many a 


Mother is looking on her undutiful Child 
with weeping Eyes and a bleeding Heart 
to ſte him pleaſe the Devil and torſake 


God ; that Child for which it may be | 
ſhe prayed, and for which ſhe has unders- | 
gone many a ſharp throw,and had many | 


an aking hour, proves a Thorn and a 
Bryar in her fide, and ſhe mourns, be- 
cauſe her dear Child is not alive towards 
God, nor in the way of Heaven, but like 
to be a Companion of the Damned, and 
a Brand of Hell? How is ſhe ready to 
bleſs the Womb that never bare, and the 
Paps that never gave ſuck. 

5. The Cuſtoms and Inclinations of Mey 
change and vary. What they afte&t one 


day they perhaps hate the next ; their F 

Minds ' are continually haraſs'd with | 

Changes of Thoughts and Hopes, Voli- F 

tions and Deſires: Our different Ages ; 
V 
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have their different Inclinations ; the 
Pleaſures of Youth, the Sociablenels, the 
Exerciſes, and the Company that it at- 
feds, are all diſreliſhed in a feeble and 
decaying Age ; our Humours, and the 
motions of our Minds, are greatly in- 
fluenc'd by the good or ill Conſticution 
of our Bodies ; the Meat that we long 
for in Health may be nauſeous to us in 
our Ilineſs, and then we may, after ha- 
ving taſted the ſweetneſs and the vanity 
of Converſation, love to be alone. The 
Sea ſuffers not more frequent Changes 
by the moving Tide, than we by & cot» 
tinual change and repetition of Defires ; 
we are always craving, and yet never 
latisfied ; we purſue what we have not, 
and what we have does not give usreſt. 
While we poſſeſs our Comforts, many 
times we do not prize them, and when 
they are gone, we” lament their loſs 
with-a too-flowing ſorrow. We arelive- 
ly or ſad, we mourn or we rejoice for the 
moſt part, according as we are either 


| healthful or diſeaſed. Man has very lit- 
7 tle in him that is durable ; he is compo- 
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ſed of Fleſh and Blood, of Spirits that 
ſeldom move in the fame faſhion : All 
the Elements have a ſharc in our Conſti- 
tution, Flegm and Choler, a little Fire 
and Water, and thele have not the ſame 
tendencies, nor agree to the ſame purpo- 
les, Changes and War againſt us, Job 
10.17. Weare allo influenc'd by -the 
Climate and the Air in which we live, 
and the Company we keep; by our Acti- 
ons and our, Reſt, by our Meat and our 
Drink we change our Notions, and often 
in- our Lives alter our Judgment of 


thingy, and that is reckon'd Truth in one 


Age which another will call an Error ; 
that is now reckon'd learned, polite, or 
judicious, which hereafter may be called 
dull and heavy ; we admire thoſe Cu- 
iioms, and that Dreſs, and thoſe peculiar 
Criticiſms and Controverſies which atter- 
Ages it's very like will ridicule. 

6. The Faſhion of our Bodies, i.e; their 
Health, and Eaſe, and Delights, paſs away. 
And, alas! how ſoon innumerable Sor- 
rows torment our Life, innumerable Di- 
ſcales prey upon our Health ! How wi 

oes 
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does Childhood paſs to Youth, and that 
to a more caretul and afflicted Age 2 
How faſt does our Glaſs run 2 How ſoon 
is our riſing Sun at his brighteſt Noon, 
how ſoon does he from thence go down 
again? All that is deſirable in our Life 
is quickly changed and diminiſhed ; all 
the Beauty, and the Grace, and the 
Strength of our Bodies, by a ſhort Sick» 
nels, may be taken from us; the liveli- 
nels of our Underſtandings, the vivacity 
of our Thoughts, the tenaciouſneſs of 
our Memories, all our gratefulneſs in So- 
ciety, the goodneſs of our Mean, the 
ſweetneſs and harmony of our Humors, 
may be all daſhed and ſpoiled with a rug- 
ged and a violent Diſeaſe : AZ fleſh u as 
graſs, and how ſoon may thay be bruiſed, 
or pulled up,or wither away 2 Nay, all 
the Glory of this fleſh is as the flower of 
the Field, which a careleſs Foot treads 
upon, or one ſtormy Wind blows away. 
How frail a Nature have we! a great 
: many things are neceſſary to make us 
| eaſe, and one little Trouble does unhinge 
and diſcompoſeus; 4 ſharp fit of Sickneſs 
C2 turns 
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turns all our Laughter into Groans, and 
clianges all our Thoughts, our Hopes, 
and our Deſigns, and breaks our Purpo- 
ſes alunder : This World is then, Ms to 
us, palt away ; we cannot look upon it | 
then with any pleaſure; it cannot give 

us Eaſe, and we have then no leifure nor 

ability to purſue ſo vain a Shadow, 

How ſmall a Diſcaſe can ſhatter this our | 
Houſe of Clay ? one accidental Bruiſe, | 
one ſlight Fall, one corrupt Humour,one | 
uneatie Night or two changes our whole 

Frame and Conſtitution ; fo delicate a | 
Contexture is there in our Body, in our 
Veins, our Fibres and our Spirits, that a 
very, little thing can ſpoil its Beauty 
and diſturb its Eaſe ; any thing that we 
eat or drink, if not agreeable to our 
Temper, it not well digeſted or diſtri- 
buted, may lay the Foundation of a Di- 
(eaſe, and that Diſeaſe may prove Þ 
our Death. And, alas! a few weeks Þ 
Sicknels make us , greatly to change, Þ 
even before we dye: What piteous Groans 
do we hear coming from our Friends on 
their Sick-bed, their Language is ſighing 
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or complaining of terrible and ſhar 
Pains, which we cannot help ; their Eyes 
have no more that Vigor and Livelineſs 
which they once had, theuwr Faces are 
pale, their Spirits are ſunk, they relith 
nothing of what they eat or drink, and 
which 1s the Sickneſs of all Sickneſs, their 
Nights are reſtleſs and many times very 
trightful to them. Pal. 39. 11. When 
thou with rebukes doſt corrett may for 
Iniquity, thou makeſt his beauty to conſume 
away like a moth ; ſurely every man ts 
Vanity. 

7. The Life of Man paſſeth away. And 
indeed this is ſo known a Truth, that it 
needs no Proof. Need I tell you, that 
the Clouds which you ſee in the Air, 
and which ſeem to be very folid and ſub- 
ſtantial, will toon either be difloſved in 
Showers, or driven away with the Wind, 
and be no more ſeen? Need I prove, 
that Vapours, as well thole which blaze 
with a glaring Light, as thoſe that are 
more obſcure, and creep lower to the 
Ground, will both vaniſh 2 So does our 
Life, which is compoſed of the perifha- 
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ble Elements into which it will be dif. 
ſolved again, P/al. go. 9. . We ſpend our 
years as a tale that u told. They give 
us a little diverſion, but they are very 
ſhort ; the World not only paſſes away, 
but ſo do we our ſelves ; after a few 
days or weeks of painful Sickneſs, our 
Souls are diſmiſt from theſe Tabernacles, 
and theſe Bodies turn again to common 
Duſt ; notwithſtanding all the Pleaſure 
we have in Society and Converſation, 
we muſt go to the folitary Grave, and 
we muſt go alone through the dark and 
the ſhady Veil ; this is the doleful period 
of human Life ; in a Coffin muſt that 
Creature Man be confined, that has ſuch 
large ProſpeAts and huge Deſigns , and 
makes ſuch a noiſe and buſtle ia the 
World, two Yards of Earth will hold him 
that many Acres, and perhaps many 
Kingdoms, would not fatisfie whulſt he 
was alive: Our days and our years pals 
away to Death, as a River that deſcen- 
ding from a Mountain rouls along to the 
Sea with a rapid courſe ; our Lite is as 
a Bubble raiſed upon the Water, that 

moves 
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moves a while, that in one moment has 
its being, and in another moment vani- 
ſhes away, and when we dye, all the 
Pleaſures, and Riches, and Honours of 
this World avail us nothing, we take 
our leave of them, and they ot us, at the 
Borders of the Grave'; and though tl;e 
uſual time of Lite be threeſcore vears and 
ten, yet in halt that rime the greateſt 
part of men paſs away ; tor, beſid:s 
thoſe that dye in their Intancy, it has 
been obſerved.there are more dye betore 
Thirty than there are that paſs that num- 
ber of years ; and our weekly Bills have 
but few that dye of Age, in compariſon 
of the many 'that dye of Conſumprions, 
Fevers, and the like Diſeaſes. Our v-/1ole 
duration®upon Earth is but like a Flowe:, 
and {ome of rheſe are trod upon, and de- 
cay betimes : Early in the Morning ſome 
are (natch'd away,in their prime and de- 
lightful Youth, and others wither by de- 
bros, but they all partake of a common 
eaknels, and are ſubje&t ro m:icrable 
Accidents : But Death 1s as the ſharpneſs 
and the Norms of Winter, it makes the 
C 4 Lillies 
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Lillies and the Roſes wither, it filences 
the Tongue, it ſpoils the Vilage, it turns 
the blooming red into a faint and ghaſtly 
pale, it makes the Eloquent to be mute, 
the Rich to be poor, the Beautiful to be 
deformed ; it tears away the Crown from 
Kings, and humbles the Noble and the 
Great, and lays them and their Honours 
in the Duſt. This dealsrudely with the 
Soft and Delicate, it does not keep its di- 
ſtance, becauſe of their Pride, nor keep 
the Worms from feeding on them, be- 
cauſe of their Ointments, and Pertumes, 
and Patches. 

8. The Faſhion of this World will ina 
more remarkable manner paſs away at the 
great day, Pſal. 102. 26. The appea- 
rance of this World will be then vaſtly 
changed, its Motion and its Uſe will be 
changed, it ſhall be melted and refined, 
and after the Conflagration ſerve to 
greater and higher purpoſes than it now 
does ; as a Garment it ſhall be changed, 
its Qualitics will be altered, and it will 
not appear in the fa{hion that it now 


does, 2 Pet. 3. 10. 4.6. as one m__ 
RD 
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ſes it, when all the fiery Bodies in the 
upper Regions of this World, which have 
been kept fo long in an even and regu- 
lar courſe, within. their ſeveral limits, 
ſhall then be let looſe again, and by a 
more rapid and violent motion ſhall put 
the World into Contufion and a Flame 
together, for then the preſent frame of 
things ſhall be diſſolved, and the bounds 
{et to the more ſubtile and active parts 
of Matter, ſhall be taken away, which 
mixing with the more grols and carthy, 
ſhall ſever them from each other, and by 
whirling and agitation ſet them all on 
fire. Then the Thoughts and Apprehen- 
ſions, and Deſigns of Men will all be 
changed ; then all the Affairs of Peace 
and War, of Trade and Commerce, and 
whatſoever was a Work of Time, ſhall 
receivea period,an eternal and unchange- 
able ſtate ſhall ſucceed the valt - Altera» 
tions of the Great Day ; then the Fa- 
ſhion of the World will paſs away, for 
the Hills and Mountaihs ſhall melt at 
the preſence of the mighty Judge, all 
the lofty Towers, and ſtately Palaces, 
| and 
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and curions Buildings that are now wor 
der'd at, ſhall, with £1 the Glory of their 
Poſſeſſors, be buried in a common Grave, 
we ſhall then hear the Groans and dread- 
ful Cracks of the dying World, Mat. 


24. 29. 


Inf. 1. What a vain thing is May, 
whilſt he lives in a World that paſſes 
away  Fecclef. 1. 4,5, 6. One Genera- 
tion paſſeth away. and another cometh, but 
the earth abideth for ever ; the Sun alſo 
ariſeth, and goeth down, and haſteth to 
his place where he aroſe. The Wind goeth 
toward the ſouth, and turneth about unto 
the north; it whirleth about continually, 
and-returneth according to his circuits. 
All the Rivers run into the Sea, unto the 
place from whence the Rivers come,thither 
they return again Other parts of this 
Creation are of a more firm and fonger 
duration than we ; the Sun ſets to riſe 
apain, but poor Man goes into his 
Grave, and 15 not fcen to return thence 
any more : Though men greatly'difter 
as to their Climates, their _—_— 
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and their Projects, yet they are all mor- 
tal as the Flower of the Field, and tho” 
one Flower be painted with more curt- 
ous Colours, and appear-with a more 
beautiful ſhape, yer it is but a Flower 
ſtill. One man may have aſtronger and 
a more healthful Conſtitution than ano- 
ther, more quick and lively Spirits,and 
a more delicate Complexion, but he has 
nothing that will tence him more than a 
weaker Perſon from the' blow of Death. 
Oh, how vain are the Thoughts of men 
when they -do- not think'upon their own 
Vanity ! one is thinking, that at ſuch 
or ſuch a time he wilttakea Journey,and 


it may be, before he begins it, he arrives 


at his Long-home. So many a Mer- 
chant is ſaying, When I come toſuch or 
ſuch a Port, I'll vend my Goods, and 
bring back ſuch and ſuch things for 
them, that are valuable; and will bear 
a good price in my own Country ; and 
betore he has accompliſh'd his Project, 
he takes a Voyage into another World, 
and is landed in a vaſt Eternity. Thus 
many a Parent, that puts his Son Ap» 


preatice, 
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preatice, ſays, I will give him. ſuch or 
luch a Fortune, and diſpoſe of him here. 
after into ſuch a Family, and help him 
by my Intereſt and Advice to a conſide. 
rable Trade ; and before halt the years 
of his Service are over,the hopeful Youth 
is {natch'd away by Death. Thus many 
a man, alter a great toyl, a long care, 
and trequent troubles, to get an Eftate, 
having obtained his with, fays, Now | 
will build, and plant, and enjoy my 
Friends ; and when he bas bid his Soul 
take its cale, and eat, and drink, and be 
merry ; when he flatters hunſelt with 
the thoughts of Peace and Pleaſure, and 
leaves all he has got to others, oh, how 
vain and fooliſh are the Sons of Men; 
tor, as ſome word it, in matters of Judg. 
ment they have ſtrange Opinions, 1n 
matters of Fancy trivial and ridiculous 
Imaginations, in matters of Contempla- 
tion they have ſinful Thoughts, in mat- 
ters of Contrivance wicked and ungodly 
Deſigns : Oae is a great while climbing 
up e Hill, but quickly tumbled down 
again; 2 great while a man 1s in coming 
into 


into Buſineſs, and &'re he make any 
conſiderable Figure in the World, and 
often juſt when he does begin to thrive 
and proſper, and to be ſerviceable, then 
Death knocks at his Door, and calls him 
away to another ſtate. By flow degrees 
do we arrive to be capable of any 
weighty matters, but alas, we are in a 
moment daſh'd in pieces. An Houle is 
a great while building, but may be re- 
duc'd to Aſhes in an hour or two. Our 
Deceaſed Friend had, during his illnels, 
a very becoming ſenſe of this, and would 
often repeat that in P/al. 39. 5. Every 
man at his beſt ſtate is altogether vanity ; 
and indeed, we may fay, that he him- 
telf was rhen in his beſt fate when this 
Sickneſs ſeized upon Im, tn a very flou- 
riſhing Trade, in the flower of his 
Youth, and which was more than all, 
he was fervic:able to all perſons in di- 
ſtreſs, and that needed or required his 
Help When a man is moſt healthtul, 
molt ſtrong, and moſt uſetal, then he 
paſſes away'; and this 1s Vanity, . his 
Glory fades, and even all thole Orna- 
: ments 
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ments of Men, which render them 
agreeable to others, and pleaſe them- 
(elves. By the Glory of Fleſh, which 
withers away, Interpreters underſtand 
' the Colour and the Light of their Na- 
ture and their PerfeQtions, whether they 
be natural or acquired, of Body or Spirit, 
their Beauty, their Force, their Activity, 
their Youth, their Health, the vivacity 
of their Senſes, the readineſs of their 
Underſtanding, the ſolidity of their Judg- 
meat, the ſteddineſs of their Memory, 
their profound Knowledge, the eaſinel; 
of their Manners, and the {weetneſs of 
their Converſation : All this is Vanity, 
and fo are their outward Enjoyments, 
their Honours, their Pleaſures, and their 
Reputation. If a man were not under 
the hope and expeRation of a better 
World, he were a very contemptible, 
and a forry Creature ; and as Mr. Bax. 
ter lays, (Divine Life, p. 30.) * Truly, 
* if there were no everlaſting Life, but 
* Man were a meer terreſtrial Animal, [ 
© had rather never have bcen born, or 
ſhould wiſh that 1 had never been a 


© Man 


; 


* Man. 1 knew not what to do with my 
« ſelf, nor how to employ the Faculties 
* of my Soul and Body, but they would 
© all ſeem to me as uſeleſs things ; what 
* ſhould I do with my Realon, it I had 
*no higher an end than Beaſts 2 What 
* ſhould I do with an Heart that's capa- 
© ble of the Love of God, and deligh- 
* ting in his Love, if I had no God to 
* love and delight in when this Life is 
ended > Why have I an Heart that 
(6 defireth him in tuller viſion and trui- 
* tion, if I be capable of no ſuch thing ? 
* What then ſhall I do with my Lite and 
© Time ? Verily (fays that excellent 
* man) I know not. | | ſhould be like a 
* poor caſhier d Souldier, or like one 
© turned out of his Service, that knew 
© not where to have his Work and Wa- 
* PEE, 


Inf. 2. We have great Reaſon to pre- 
pare for a better World, that is not lia- 
ble to theſe Changes and Viciſitades ; 
there the Happinets 1s fuirable to allour 
Faculties, and it is ever the fame, which 
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makes it to be much more an Happineſs. 
We loſe here our Comforts, and our 
Friends, and therefore ſhould purſue 
Comforts and Enjoy ments that we ſhould 
never loſe : An unchangeable God, an 
eternal Heaven, and that Jeſus, who is the 
ſame yeſterday, to dav, and for ever, 
are. {urely better far than any thing be- 
low. Does not a man that is grievouſly | 
roſs'd on the Waves of a rouling Sea, . | 
think with pleafure on the firm and quiet 
Land 2 Does not a Traveller, that meets 
with hard uſage and inconvenient lodg- 
ing on the Road, long to be at home? 
And, ſhall we not, even for our own eale, 
as well as for the Glory of God, ſeek ay 
Inheritance that is incorruptible and un- 
defiled, and that fades not > That 
Throne of Glory that is prepared for 
Believers ſhall never totter, their Crowns 
ſhall never ſhine with fainter Beams than 
they do the. firſt moment ; the World 
above knows no Commotions nor Diſor- 
ders, it is a World of eternal Peace, no 
Devils, no Enemies whatſoever ſhall ever Þ 
there moleſt the Calm of happy Souls; 

; there 
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there is a Family of living People that 
ſhallnever know what its to be ſickand 
dye. There 1s a City where there are 
no Caſualti& or fad Accidents, no frown- 
ing Providences nor unplealant Revolu- 
tions. Oh, let us take Wing and fly to» 
wards that Kingdom, that ſhall never be 
concerned with foreign Invaſions, or 
with Civil Wars, that ſhall ſee no Chan- 
ges or Alterations from within or from 
without ; methinks one View or one 
Thought of that World ſhould make us 
all deſpiſe and undervalue this ; there the 
Day ſhall never be changed into Night, 
not a Groan to all Eternity ſhall be min» 
gled with their cheerful Hallelujahs ; 
alas | it mixes Gall and Wormwood with 
all our Wine here, to think that Death 
will ſhortly part us and all our Friends, 
that we and all our Comforts, how com- 
fortable ſoever they be, are like every 
moment to pals away. When you look 
upon a Child, a- Friend, or a Relation, 
that are the (weet Companions of your 


2 Pilgrimage, it cannot bur a little trouble 
2 you, to think that you mult leave them, 
D 
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and they you, and that, as in the twin- 
kling ot an Eye, fo ſpecdy may the fea- 
red Separation be. In this World,when 
we hear good News, we cannot very 
much rejoice, the Pleaſure is diminiſhed 
and abated by conſidering that we may 
quickly hear that which 1s {ad and terri- 
ble, but in the World above all the Ob. 
jects we ſhall ſee, and all the things we | 
ſhall hear will be throughout pleaſant, | 
there our ſtate will not be chequer'd with 
black and white, with Songs and Cries, 
with Health and Sickneſs, with Happi- 
neſs and Miſery, with Life and Death, 
our amiablc Inheritance will be ſecured 
beyond the Poſlibilities of an Alteration ; 
thatWorld ſhall not be a Scene of Sorrow, 
of Vanity and: Vexation, but of the moſt 
pure and refined Plealures ; it will be 
fixed and abiding, and the -Fruit that 
grows in that Paradiſe ſhall never bebla- 
ited, wither, or decay. Seek then 32 
Good that is (o great as to ſatisfie you, 
ſo {olid as to fatisfie you always, ſo per- 
fect and fo pure, as to fatisfie you with- 
out any Inquietude. Oh let us _ 

the 


of this WWo21d, 35 


the Beauty and the Glories of the World 
above, tor we may dilcern them even at 
this diſtance ; the Garments of Praiſe 
that are there greatly \iurpals our mour- 
ning Weeds ; here we are diſtrefſed, and 
there we ſhall be at eale ; here the Friend- 
ſhips and Converſations that pleaſe us for 
a while ſoon change, and are no more 
pleaſing, but there 1s a knowing and a 
loving Society, whoſe ſincere Aﬀections 
no Miſunderſtandings' nor no particular 
private [ntcreſts ſhall ever change. Let 
us lift our Eyes from this changeable ſtate 
of things, and look with more attention, 
with more longing and deſire to the 
bleſſed World, that gaiet Seat of Angels 
and ſeparated Souls, that Abode of God 
himſelt, in whole Betpg there 15 #o varia- 
tion nor ſhadow of Change ; with him, 
and in his preſence we thall have nobler 
Enjoy ments than we now have ; we ſhall 
not then live in hope, but in poſleſſi- 
on, and inſtead of the 'vain Honours and 
Applauſes, and Joys of this World, we 
ſhall have a weight of Eternal Glory 
through the ſhining of his Favour, and 
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the reviving Communications of his 


Love. As much as Heaven 1s above this 


" Earth, ſo will our Comlorts there exceed 


all that is ſmiling, and agreable, and 
pleaſant here below ;' there the Joys are 
all compleat and pure; whereas in this 
World, as one expreſſes it, there is a mix- 
ture of Good and Evil, of Confolation 
and Melancholy, of Joy and Sadneſs,and 
the Pain is more than our Eale, and the 
Sadneſs more than our Joy : Nothing is 
more changeable than the Sweetnels and 
Pleaſures ot the World, but nothing is lels 
inconſtant in its Miſeries than that is; 
nothing is more frail and treacherous than 
the World in its Proſperities,but nothing 
more Conſtant in Adverſities ; it promi- 
ſes much and performs little, and fre- 
quently raiſes its Admirers high,to make 
their Fall more remarkable ; it renders 
them great, to draw upon them a toil'om 
multirude of Duties and Wants, it places 
them {omerimecs in the firſt rank, bur it 
troubles their Repole with long Travail, 
Fear, and Gricl. 


Int, 
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Inf. 3. Seeing the Faſhion of the World 
paſſes away, we ought to be very moderate 
in the uſe of all our Comforts and very pa- 
tient under all our Loſſes; not to be too 
much elevated-with any joytul thing,nor 
too much dejeted with what is fad and 
troubleſome, ſceing the Laughters of the 
Pleaſant and the Tears of the Sad will 
ſoon be paſt and gone. Fob xi. 16. Thou 
ſhalt forget thy miſery, and remember it 
as the waters that paſs away. When you 
have loſt your Friends, conſider, they 
could but have ſtaid with you a little 
while longer ; you are not to be aſtoni- 
ſhed nor over-whelmed at the loſs, as if 
ſomeſtranges thing had happened to you, 
tis, what 1s uſual and very comme : 
And tho' I know 'tis no relief to ſay th 
others are afflicted as well as you, an 
therefore you ſhould not be concerned; tor 
it is no eaſe to me, when Iam in pain, t 
think that another is tormented at re 
ſame tim-,hisGroans willnot afſiv1ge my 
Pain ; nor will his. Eaſe and Health 
recover me, but yet [ may be ſatisfied 
however with the common Lot of hu- 
"Ln man 
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man Nature, and with the Providence of 
God, who gives and takes away as it 
pleaſeth him : Our Miſeries and our 
Sorrows here may be very ſharp, but 
they will not be very long; qur dark 


"nights as well as our pleaſant days quick- 


ly paſs away ; our Health paſſes away, 


and {o will our Sicknel(s too. And as to 


our holy Friends that are departed, we 
ought with joy to reflet on their Happi- 
nels, they are in the (ate Pavilion whillt 
we are in the open Field ; they are fate 
at home, and we upon the dangerous 
Road : We thould not grudge their carly 
arrivinz at their Father's Houſe, but 
make t':> more haſte to be there; if vc 
loved them on Earth, we ought to Jove 
them itill, and to congratulate their 
Happineſs, they are actually poſlcſt ot 
that Blefſednefs which we are longing at- 
ter, let us not be gricved for their Peace 
and Felicity. M:tgh:t our holy Friends 
that are departed have Leave toſpeak to 
their mouraing Relations they might be 
ſuppoſed to fay alter thisor the like man- 
ner ; Weep not for us, but for your 
ſelves, 
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ſelves, for your own Miſeries and your 

own Sins, we are late, we are in eternal 

Peace, O make haſte away from a dark 

and wicked World, that you may, come 

and (ee the plealant Light and this gloct- 

ous World that we are in ; we are loved 

of God, and we are fatisfied for all our 

Prayers and Services when we were be- 

low ; we rejoice, we praile, we love, and 
are never weary, and Death, painful 
Death, is paſt ; O long to joyn your An- 
thems with ours, #nd to ſing Hallelujabs 
before the Throne to our God and your 
God, and to the Lamb that was ſlain, and 
hath waſh'd us from our Sins in his own 
Blood. You that were the Relations of 
the Deceaſed Mr. Hill, have cauſe of hum- 
ble reſignation to the Will of God: You 
have loſt a Friend, but your God and 
your Chriſt are (till the ſame : Death has 
taken your beloved Relation from your 
ſight, but it cannot takeaway your Love, 
and Truſt, and Hope in'God. O bleſſed 
are you for ever if ſo fad a Providence 
as this make you more to think of and 
more to prize a better World : Oh how 
2. lweet 
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ſweet will even ſuch a Cros as this be, 
if you have thereby the foretaſts of Heg- 
ven and Glory | And certainly this Earth 
is leſs deſirable than-it was, ſeeing your 
deareſt Friend is here no more. You 
have no cauſe to ſorrow,as without hope, 
as thoſe who have a deſpair ing Griet,and 
know not . where they are gone, whom 
they ſo lately parted with, 2 Sam. 12. 
20, 21. Did not God wilely prepare you 
by degrees for ſuch a ftrols as this ? 
Was it not a thing greatly aftiiting to 
you to hear his Groans and Sighs, and to 
ſee him have ſo many reltle(s and weary 
days and nights ? and, Will you not rc- 
Joice that all this is over ? Ir was to him 
a ſore and a painful Viſation, ot long 
continuance and acutenels too, but now 
he ſlumbers in the Grave. May I not (ay 
in this caſe, as our Saviour of Lazaras,in 
another, our Friend Mr. Hill fleepeth, he 
ſlxeps in Duſt, but we hope to ice him 
live again, we hope to ſee him and our 
* felves, and all our holy Friends, that are 
gone before among the.ſhining Train of 
ints, who ſhall attend the glorious Ap- 
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rance of our Lord at that day, and 
how ſoon will it come > It we love our 
Friends, let us pray for the haſtening of 
that happy ſeaſon, and long to lee that 
day begin to dawn ; and lct us take care 
in the mean while, to have our Hearts 
weaned from all the Comforts of this 
World, tor what we too much love, we 
too vehemently bewail; a moderate Af. 
tection to any thing whilſt we enjoy it, 
will be the tureſt way to prevent our 
exceſhve Grict when it is departed. | 
hope you will believe me not tobe inſen- 
ſible tor the greatneſs of your loſs; I 
know that your Tears for him are very 
juſt, but I know that you have learned to 
lubmit, as he did, ro the good Will of 
God. You might, inthe ordinary courſe 
of Natufe, have 11ad him longer, but your 
Maker and his ſaw it to be the moſt pro- 
per ſeaſon, and th2 moſt fit time for him 
to dye. And, oh what Thanks do you 
owe to God, that he preſerved him du- 
ring ſo long and fo painful a Sickaeſs, 
trom all Detertion, tromall inward Ago» 
nies 
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nies and Terrors of Soul ; that though 
he was in great outward Darknels, yet he 
had inward Light; whereas long Pain 
and fore AﬀliQtionsdocommonly incline 
men to be unrcaſonably impatienr, and 
to have very hard Thoughts of God, it 
wasa mixture of Love that was put into 
his bitter Cup, and though he was forced 
to groan, wihuch was the Language of 
Nature, yet he a/ways ſaid, Let the Will 
of rhe Lord be done, which was the voice 
of Grace ; and the ſame Rod that has 
afflited you may give you Conſolation, 
for it is the Rod of God; and I hope 
may ſay of your God too, you have loſt 
your Friend, but it is but tor a little time, 
and you and he ſhall meet again : I know 
you loved him with great tenderneſs,and 
ſo-he loved you, but now he is paſſed 
away, never do you too much prize any 
thing in ſo vain a World : It is ſome 
Comfort that he dyed among you his 
Friends, who had ſo compaſlionately tcn- 
ded him during lis illaeſs, and who pray- 
ed for him, and called in others to aſliſt 
you with thcir carncſt Prayers: GOD 
heard 
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heard thoſe Prayers, he did not give him 
Deliverance, but he gave him Support, 
he made a way tor his eſcape, tho' not 
in that manner which we would have 
deſired, had it conſiſted with his holy 
Pleaſure. He dyed in Peace, and we 
hope in a Bed of Triumph,and where we 
truſt he fully overcame. 


Inf. 4. How great i the Folly of thoſe 
that only mind and ſeek a World that is ſo 
very changeable? "Tis as it a man ſhould 
with many Complements make Addreſ- 
ſes to a Shadow, as if he ſhould hugely 
admire and dote upon a Bubble; it 
would be Folly indced, becaulc the belo- 
ved Trifle does in the ſame moment that 
it is admired paſs away. Greatly to 
eſteem this World, is as'it a man ſhould 
adore a Cloud, and be mightily tranſpor- 
ted with looking on a drop of Water, 
which is immcdiately diflolved and va- 
niſh'd. The Folly of theſe Admirers of 
the World will more appear, it. we cont» 
ſider the following particulars. 


1/t, They 
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. 1ſt, They fimply hope to find ſomething 
contrary to the Experience of all Mankind. 
Every preceding Generation has found 
the World ty be a meer Shew, a Diſſcm- 
bler, and a Cheat, and yet the men of 
the preſent Age think it to be through- 
out ſolid, and true in all its Promiſes and 
Offers to them. Their Fathers have told 
them that all is Vanity, and yet they 
will not belicve, till their own dear and 
{mart Expcrience tully convince them, 
that ſo it is. The Living and tie Dying 
have ſpoke the ſame Language, and have 
groaned for the Mileries and the Deceits 
that they met withal in the purſuit of (6 
vain a Shadow, and yet they will tire 
and vex themſelves, as it nothing but 
what is {mooth, and pleaſant, and agree- 
able would happen to them all their 
days; they ſearch for Exle among 
Thorns and Bryars, and for Joys pure 
and undiſturbed in a Vale of Tea's, and 
in a Paſſage where others have met with 
frequent Robberies and Dangers, they 

look for no moleſtation : This is an In 
ſtance of their miſerable Blindneſs, not 

to 
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to ſe, that what they now admire draws 
them along with falſe Promiſes and Lyes. 
'Tis an Iaſtance of their Folly, not to 
take warning by the Smart and Pain of 
others, till they themlelves begin to 
- (mart, tho' others have ſuffer'd many 
Shipwracks they hope always to fail in 
a calm Sea, and to eſcape the Miſeries 
which human Nature has groaned under 
tor many years. 'Tis as fooliſh as to 
umagine, that though their Anceſtors, 
their Fathers, and many of their Ac- 
quaintance are dead, yet they ſhall never 
dye, and that the courſe of the World, 
and the nature of things will be changed 
purely for their lakes. 'Tis a very un- 
wiſe thing to 1magine |that this *earthly 
ſtate, which hath been \as a Wilderneſs to 
others, will be a Paradiſe to them. 

2dly, The Folly of thoſe that purſue ſo 
changeable and tranſient a World as the, 
does appear in their earneſt purſuit of it, 
whilſt they neglect more; ſolid and abiding 
Goods, They taſte.nv {weetneſs but in 
carnal Joys, ſee no amiableneſs ia any 
thing, but what is (uited to their Senſes 
and 
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ana their Appetites;; they are entirely 
governed by the Cuſtoms and Maxims 
of this Earth, and they chule the Puniſh- 
ment . of the Serpent, to grovel in the 
Duſt ; all their Projects and Contrivan- 
ces reach no farther than this (enſible 
narrow Sphere ; they havg no largenels 
of Thought, nor greatneſs of Soul, but 
are fhrunk and contracted with mean, 
and trivial, and ordinary Deſigns ; their 
intelletaal Nature is drowned and (wal-, 
lowed up with corporeal ſecular Aﬀairs, 
they have no Commerce with the World 
above, they torget and mind leaſt tholc 
glorious Objects which bell deſerve their 
Thoughts, they are paſſionately eager 
after Vanity, and cold and dead, and 
backward to all ſpiritual and divinc 
things. They have a Kingdom of Glo- 
ry ict before them, and unſpeakable 
Treaſures and Delights, and yet thoſe 
whole Souls are capable of nobler Em- 
ployments andGratifications,like ſo many 
weak Children, they ſpend their time 
in following Butterflies, and gazing ona 
few painted Toys, which have nothing 

| n 
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in them of ſubſtantial and real Value ; 
tor the taſting of a little Honey, they ha- 
zard the loſs of their Lives, tor the Smiles 
of this alluring World they venture on 
the Frowns ot God ; they refolve to be 
glad for one poor moment, though they 
mourn for ever ; for a moments Honour 
and Applauſe they bring upon themſelves 
an everlaſting Reproach and Shame; tor 
the Pleaſures of this thort and tading lite, 
which in its beſt eſtate is compoted of 
many miſerable .Days and Years, they 
loſe their Souls, and iall under un{peaka- 
ble Sorrows, ior the Laughters, and 
Merrimeats, and Diverſions of thirty, or 
forty, or fitty Years; for the enjoyment 
of the Creatures rhey part with their 
hope of {ceing God ; they trifle and de- 
lay their Preparation for another ſtate ; 
they miſpend their time and waſte their 
talents till they are called to their laſt 
account, and a doletul' and irrevocable 
Sentence pals upon them ; when War 
and Deſolation are at the Door, they flat- 
ter themſelves with the Thoughts of 
Peace, and will not believe that they are 
like 
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like to perith till they are aCtually peri. 
ſhed ; will not believe that this their dear 
World and they ſhall part till they arein 
Hell ; will not believe that they ſhall 
dye, till they are on the very Borders of 
Eternity, and whea they depart, they 
know not what is proper to (olace a de- 
parting Soul; they have been heaping 
up Treaſures here, and when they come 
into the next World, they are altogether 
naked, and deſtitute, and forlorn: Oh, 
what unſpeakable Folly is this, for a little 
Straw, or Duſt, or Sand, to part with a 
Scepter and a Crown of Glory ! They 
{ce a Beauty in this Earth, and no Form 
nor Comelinef(s at all in tnat Saviour 
whom Angels admire, and in whom all 
the Souls of the Saints in Heaven, and 
thoſe upon Earth, find Satisfaction and 
Delight : A God that loves them, aad 
that ſeeks their Weltare they torſake, 
and a World that hates, and cheats, and 
ruines them they dote upon : "Tis as foo- 
liſh as if a man ih0u!4 part with an eaſie 
Bed for a Bed of Fiames, with an health» 
ful quiet condition for War, and Sicknels, 

and 
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and Blood, and Wounds, and Torment. 
Oh, what a detect of right Condu@,and 
of Reaſon, does this betray, to run after 
Appearances and flight Realities, to leave 
eternal Sweetneſs, and the Pleaſures of an 
eternal Heaven, for Wormwood, and Gall, 
and. Bitterneſs! And yet how are the 
thoughts of theſe Worldlings turn'd to 
every thing but that which they ought 
principally to mind ! One is deſigning to 
contract honourable Allances, and to 
encreaſe the Wealth and Grandeur of his 
Family ; and another is ſtudying night 
and day to compaſs ſome great and plau- 
ſible Deſign, after which he hopes to be 
at reſt, and every thing they find leiſure 
to think upon that 1s trivial, and flight 

what is neceſſary. 
3dly, Another Inſtance of the Folly of 
thoſe that inordinately purſue ſuch a 
changeable World avks that they judge 
amiſs, and take that to be durable which 
s but tranſient ; and that they take abun- 
dance of Pains for that which will never 
anſwer their Expectations, when the fame 
labour and paiasemployed on other Ob- 
E jets 
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jets would make them very bleſled : 
They promiſe themlelves an Immortality 
from that which cannot withſtand the 
violence of Fire and Water, and innume- 
rable other things, which cauſe them to 
decay. Pſal. 49. 11. Their inward 
thought ts, that their houſes ſhall cont inue 
for ever, and their dwelling places to all 
generations. They call their Lands af- 
ter their own Names, a very ridiculous 
thirſt and deſire of Honour; for, What 
better is a man that is ſick for another's 
Health 2 What better is a poor decayed 
man for another's living in Pomp and 
Splendour 2 What better are they who 
are in the ſilent-lonely Grave, for others 
dwelling in the great Houſes which they 
reared, with vaſt Coſt and Charge 2 And 
| might add, What better is a Soul in 
Hell tor being talked of here on Earth ? 
Oh, hovv little do the Applaules of his 
blinded Followers concern or relieve. one 
that is, abhorred and condemned of God? 
P/al. 4. 13. This their way is their folly. 
It rakes them up a great whule to be lear- 
ned, or rich, or applauded, whereas they 

might 
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might be good in a much leſſer ſpace. 
Oh, whart ſerious, what truly pleaſant 
Entertainments mighs they have if thoſe 
Thoughts which are laid out upon the 
World were fix'd on God! He would not 
be fo falſe a Friend as that is ; he would 
recreate and pleaſe them now and for 
evermore. To part with coleſtial Joys 
for thoſe: of this Earth, is as much Folly, 
is as if a man ſhould hug a Feather and 
let a Treaſure go ; as it a man ſhould 
cabinet a piece of ſhining Lead,and throw 
a Diamond away, a few untoreſeen' Di- 
ſtreſſes ruin all their Hopes. Ir is as ri- 
diculous 4 PraCtice to expect Felicity 
trom this changing ebbing World, as to 
think to be famous for many Apes for 
a few Sentences written on the movin 
Sand, which the next Tide will _ 
away. This ariſes from the powerful 
Impreſſion that Sence has made upon 
thern;'and | from a great want of Faith : 
This World is preſent and at hand, and 
they are like Children that only love 
what they ſee ; whereas the Objes of 
Faith being "more certain, 'though not ſo 
E 2 near 
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near as the things of this World, ought 
to raiſe all the Powers of their Souls -in 
an uniform and ſteddy purſuit of them. 
Oh, what abundance of pains do theſe 
Fools take, to make themſelves miſera- 
ble! they are Wile tor their Bodies, and 
Fools for their Souls, which 1s as ridicu- 
lous, as if a man ſhould take a great deal 
of care for Provender for his Horſe, and 
ſuffer himſelf to ſtarve to Death. O 
what Blindneſs is happen'd to them, that 
they chuſe the World for their Portion 
inſtead of God, Sin inſtead of Holineſs, 

and Hell inſtead of Heaven." 
qthly, Another Inſtance of their Folly 
is, ther inſenſibleneſs of their 'real Wants. 
A guilty Soul that needs a Pardon flum- 
bers, and dreams, and is pleaſed with the 
deluſive Imaginations that its own Igno- 
rance has brought upon it. What 1s 
more inexculable, than for a man, for a 
Sinner, to dread Poverty, and outward 
Meannels, and Contempt, and not to be 
afraid ol Hell, to live as if he were all 
Body, and had no Soul to ſave, robe fond 
of Lite, nevcr to think of Death, as if this 
would 
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would never periſh, and that never come? 
O what benumbednels is it to be always 
ſeeking to make their own Salvation 
more difficult, by running into the 
crowd, and buſinels, and hurry of this 
World, when without ſuch Temptations 
the way to Heaven 1s ſtreight and nar- 
row ! It argues a very depraved Judg- 
ment to imagine, that they were create 
and preſerved meerly ro pleaſe them- 
ſelves, meerly to gratifie a {enſual unruly 
Appetite in cvery thing that it craves 
and thirſts atter, and then to be confident, 
as if there were no danger, when they 
know not but Death may take them 
away in the flower of their years, and 
the midſt of all their Proſperities and 
Pleatures. Their poor Souls are neg- 
ieted, but for this Body what vaſt pains 
do they rake! they riſe early and fit up 
late, they (weat, and toyl, and run toand 
tro with all poſſible vivaciry, for its pro- 
fir and delight ; they are buſie all rhe 
Day, and tull of Thoughts at Night; 
when then they lye down and when they 
awake their buſineſs is (till running in 
£ 3 their 
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their Heads ; for a great deal of this 
World they will deny their own Eaſe, 
and exhauſt their Spirits, and waſte their 
Strength,whereas for their Salvation they 
are altogether unconcern'd : Oh the Fol. 


Nly and the Miſery of Men! From all 


which we may 


Inf. 5. What a ſad Proſpett is it to 
look upon men in this their fallen ſtate 2 
A Creature that was once employ in 
the Caatemplation of Heaven, is now 
bowed down to this Earth, and has his 
Thoughts, his Eyes, and his Heart fixed 
there. It isno doubt with wonder, that 
the bleſſed Angels from above look down 
upon us, whillt they fee us fond of a pal- 
ſing World,and in the mean while Sleigh- 
ters of that glorious Place, where they 
live in the higheſt Joys. Here in our 
wicked Earth men are ſheathing their 
Swords in the Bowels of one another, 
and for {mall and inconſiderable matters. 
Here the Covetous makes his Money his 
God, and (acrifices to it all his Timeand 
Strength, gets it with abundance of toyl, 
pre- 
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preſerves it with anxiety, and loſes it at 
length with grief and trouble, and un- 
mans himſelf im the purſuit and regard of 
the infamous Obje& of his Adoration. 
Here the Proud ſets himſelf out to be ad- 
mir'd by mortal men, rhat muſt ſhortly 
dye, as well as he, Here the Voluptuous 
gives himſelf over to the moſt irrational 
Exceſles and Debauches. Here Softnels 
and Vanity, and a too great love of this 
Body, does almoſt every where prevail : 
And (o fad a Sight as this may, as fome 


exprels it, furniſh us with juſt cauſe of 


Pity and Indignation at the ſame time ; 
with Pity, becauſe of our Folly ; and 
with Indignation, becauſe of our Corru- 
ption and our Sin ; with Pity, becauſe 
of our Frailty, and with Indignation, be- 
cauſe we ſufter our ſelves to be impoſed 
upon with ſo many treacherous Charms 
and Inſinuations of this World, that paſſes 
away. We are all of us very butie, and 
very few do that which is moſt fit and 
neceſſary to be done. The .Precepts of 
our Saviour are very holy, and are de- 
ſigned to lead us to a Life very ſpiritual 
E 4 and 
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. and divine, but our worldlineſs and ſen- 
ual intereſts obſtruct and hinder their 
excellent Deſign : The Afﬀairs of a State 
that is to come would be more generally 
and ſeriouſly regarded, but that this viſi- 
ble World, with its guilded Temptations 
of Eaſe, Profit aad Pleafure, and the like, 
turns away our Eyes trom the Contem- 
plation of thoſe glorious Objedts that are 
above. In how torlorn a cale are the 
Sons of Men? Andit we caſt our Eyes 
upon that part of the World which is cal- 
led Chriſtendom, what an hideous and de- 
formed thing does it ſeem to be! there 
one may fce the Places and Lands 
where Chriſt is named, torn, and rent in 
a thouſand pieces, one may (ce dreadful 
Superſtitions and criminal Idolatries ; 
there one may ſee Fields covered with 
the Bodies of the Slain, and Brethren,for 
the ſake of this milerable World, ſheath- 
ing their Swords in the Bowels of one 
another ; there one may (ce a Monſter, 
that calls himſelf Moſt Chriſtian, ating 
like a Devil, and as a Lion after his Prey, 
devouring all within bus reach, and aſliſt- 
Og 
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ing, animating, and encouraging even 
the Turks, the common Enemies of our 
holy Religion ; by his bleſſed Arms one 
may (ce noble and ancient Cities redu- 
ced to Aſhes, and thole Provinces that 
were as Paradiſes on Earth turned into a 
lonely Deſart, every where almoſt in this 
World one may ſee Ambition, and Ava» 
rice, and Voluptuouſnels, and Luxury, 
and Excels, and a general Contempt of 
all holy things ; ſo that it's almoſt in 
vain, as one lays, to ſearch for Chriſtia- 
nity in Chri/tendome, one may find it in- 
deed in the Precepts of Chriſt, and the 
Writings of his Apoſtles, but in Nations, 
Churches, and Famihes, alas ! very little 
is to be found. 


Inf. 6. Seeing the Faſhion of this 
World paſſeth away, 'tis an Argument of 
the reality of the future State. Men have 
here excellent Faculties, bur the Objects 
and Entertainments of this World give 
them only a partial ſatisfaCtion, it they 
latisfie them at all : And can we think 
that ſo noble a Creature as Man, which 
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has ſeveral peculiar Capacities of Nature 
diſtin& from thoſe of Brutes,ſhould perifþ 
as they do? and that they,tho' inferiour to 
him, ſhould be more durable than he is, 
what Appearance 1s there, to uſe the Rea- 
ſon of a Learned man, That the moſt 
excellent of the Creatures her- below 
ſhould have the leaſt duration > If it be 
true, that the Diamond, the moſt noble, 
and the moſt precious of all Srones, or 
that Gold, the moſt pure and the moſt 
excellent of all Metals, are alſo more per- 
manent, what appearance 1s there that 
the chict of the Works of God ſhould ex- 
pire without a ReſurreQion, and that he 
who 1s little leſs than the Angels, ſhould 
be leſs in his duration than the Beaſts that 
periſh, that his Soul that is ſo ſublime,fo 
ſpiritual, and ſo penetrating, ſhould bein 
the ſame condition with a Body fo terre- 
ftrial and {o infirm and trail 2 God has 
given us a Spirit that changes frequently 
its Deſires, and Hopes, and [maginations, 
but which in its Effence is immortal, and 
will furely live beyond the Grave ; nor 
will it vaniſh and difiolve with our de- 
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parting Life. And why have we nobler 
Faculties than the Beaſts that periſh, but 
that they ſhould be employed ſuitably 
to their ſpiritual Nature? Weare capa- 
ble of moral Government by Laws,which 
are enforced with Rewards and Puniſh- 
ments, to excite our Hopes and Fears, 
and theſe having a turther Proſpect than - 
the preſent ſtate and place where we now 
dwell, it ſhould engage us to fix our 
Minds on what is future, feeing they are 
deſigned for it. 


Inf. 7. How excellent a thing u the 
Grace of God, that paſſes not away. It (uf 
fers indeed under many Weaknetſles from 
our Negledts, and from the violent Af 
laults of the Devil and the World, but it 
never does entirely paſs away ; it has 
many Combats and tedious hours of 
Conflict, but -it is never quite over- 
thrown ; it has its Summer and its Win- 
ter, its pleaſant and mourning days, but 
ſtill it hves in-every Storm, it has a po» 
werful Pilot, and an Anchor fixed within 
the Veil ; it has its Eclipſes, its Trem- 

blings, 
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blings, and its Fears, but it ſhines forth 
again ; the Grace of God does not leave 
us in our Diſtre(s, as the World is apt 
to do, it viſits, it upholds, it folaces the 
Afflicted and the Miſerable ; it flows from 
the erernal purpoſe of God, and conducts 
and leads us to a bleſſed Eternity. 1 Foh. 
2.17. The World paſſeth away, and the 
luſt thereof, but he that doth the will of 
God abideth for ever. It does not final. 
ly fuffer by the Alterations and 
Changes of the preſent time ; it quen- 
ches the heat of Fires,it ſtops the mouths 
of Lions, it overcomes the laſt Enemy, 
and makes our Death to be the way to 
Glory ; like a River, it gathers new 
ſtrength and force by the length of its 
Progreſs, and ceales not till it have 
brought us to the Land of Promile; 
nay, ome effects of this Grace will at- 
rend us thither : Our Meeknels indeed, 
like its great Pattern Moſes, will - expire 
on this ſide the Land of Promilc, tor 
there will be no Miſeries to bear; our 
Faith will be tran{ported with the view 
of the glorious Object that it fixed upon, 


and 
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and be turned into fight ; our Hope will 
expire into a {weet Poſlefſion, but our 
Love and our Joy will not only go with 
us to the Grave, but to the Gate of Parg- 
diſe, and will alſo enter in and dwell 
there, x Cor. 13. 6. When all the Prai- 
les of men are paſt and gone, this will fill 
our Mouths with eternal Praiſe 5 when 
their Riches are corrupt and moulder'd 
away, this will never tade ; when their 
Joys are turned into weeping and wai- 
ling, this will ſtill encreafe 1n Pleaſure, 
and be in every bleſſed moment of Eter- 
nity more and more joytul; Grace is 
our Ornament and our Life, tke Wicked 
are already dead in Sin, and how fad a 
Death do the lapſed Angels tuffer under, 
becauſe they are without the Grace of 
God ! They live, but it they had it in 
their power, they would quickly put a 
period to ſuch a doletul miſerable Lite, 


that is Torment without any proſpect of 


Eaſe or Comfort. The World is tull of 
Deceit, but the Grace of God 1s altoge- 
ther ſincere and pure, it performs what- 
loever it. promiſes, and does for us at 

length 
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length far beyond all our hopes ; it re- 
preſſes all the irregular motions of Na- 
ture, and by teaching us to mortifie our 
Appetites, our Senſualities, aad our evil 
Inclinations teaches us the way to Blef- 
ſedneſ$; it has indeed a {tri Diſcipline, 
but innumerable Priviledges ; it lives in 
Obedience, but it is to the moſt high 
God ; it baniſhes our Idleneſs, but it 
gives us a great Reward; it ſtifles our 
Ambition; but it confers upon us a Crown 
of Glory ; it teaches us to live in Com- - 
fort and to dye in Hope. 


Inf. 9. This ſhews us, that the Proſpe- 
rity of wicked men affords no juft cauſe of 
Complaint to good men. It is not trom 
what we ſee men to be in this change- 
able World that we are to pronounce 
them to be very happy or very miſera- 
ble ; we envy not a man that is at eale 
for a day, and groans in painful Sickneſs 
for a year afterwards ;, we look with pity 
upon a MalefaQtor that has all the Joys 
and Entertainments of a Prifon, but 
which is immediately ſucceeded with a 
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reproachful and terrible Execution ; we 
ſuffer not our (elves to be led aſide with 
the Glories of a Pageant, which is but for 
the continuance ot a day, and which we 
know to have abundance more of ſhew 
than of real value ; all that gliſter ofthe 
Wicked, which now dazzles our Eyes, 
will be torn away by Death ; here they 
are reſpected, flatter'd, and adored by 
poorer People, but what Reſpect will 
they meet with in the next World, when 
Devils ſhall be their Tormenters, and 
God, Angels, and Saints will deride their 
Folly > Who would have defired the 
Court-like of Zaman, that had ſeen him 
alterwards hanging on a Gibbet > Who 
would have long d tor the Merriment 
and Entertainments. of Be/ſhazzar, that 
had (een, as he did, a dreadiul Hand-wri- 
ting on the Wall? He is not noble who 
snot religious, he is not rich who has no 
Treaſure in Heaven, he is not honourable 
whom God abhors, and that Joy is no 
Joy. which ;s but of equal duration with 
a fading World:: The Wicked have 
ſhort Eaſe. and:long Torment, ſhort 
Laugh- 
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Laughter and long Groans, a ſhort Hea- 
ven in this Life, and an eternal Hell in 
that which is to come. Oh, how ſoon 
will the Frowns of Tyrants, their Mc. 
naces and Threats pals away | How ſoon 
will they make no more noiſe and com- 
motion in the World 2 How ſoon willall 
the men of Might have ſlept their Sleep, 
and beno more ? How {oon will the man 
of buſineſs be taken from jt > How ſoon 
will all the Coaches, and the Retinue and 
Attendance ot the Rich and Honourable, 
and the Great be no more ſerviceable to 
them? ' Pſal. 37. 35. I, and whillt they 
are here, innumerable Accidents may 
diſturb and overthrow their preſent Hap- 
pineſs ; Fire may deſtroy their Houles, 
and Storms their Ships ; Sickneſs may 
ruin their Health, and Death will take 
their Lives away ; they are caſie, and 
brisk, and pleaſant, tor a little while, and 
"tis but a little while indeed, ſeeing the 
Miſeries of human Life are innumerable 
and unavoidable. Oh, how ſoon will all 
their Glory and their fine appearance 
turn to Duſt and Smoak! one day _ 
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fare deliciouſly, and the next they are in 
Hell ; one day they look with admira- 
tion on themſelves, and on the World, 
and the next they lift up their Eyes in 
Torments. 7 have ſeen the wicked in 
great power, and ſpreading himſelf like 4 
green Bay-tree, yet he paſſed away, and lo, 


he was not ; yea, I ſought him, but he 
could not be found. 


Inf. 10. Seeing the Faſhion of this 
World paſſes away, we ſee that Afﬀiittions 
dre not unuſeful , becauſe they wean us from 
it, Weall roo much admire it, till it 
trouble, and vex, and injure us, till we 
find by unavoidable Pains, and Sorrows, 
and Calamities,that here is not our home. 
And *'tis natural tor the Sick to wiſh for 
Fale, and for the Weary to long to be at 
reſt : Heaven would have fewer of our 
Thoughts, and of our Hopes, it we were 
not driven to that bleſſed Harbour even 
by Storms and contrary Winds. The 
Creature too often does engage our 
Hearts, till AMictions and ſharp Tryals 
make all its Glory to wither and decay, 

p A and 


Lo 
*" 


65 Lhe Changeableneſs 


and then we form the rrueſt Judgments 
of things, when the leifure of our Adver- 
ſity affords us more opportunity to re- 
fle&t upon them ; it 1s then that we 
think que differently from what we did 
in the time of our undiſturbed Eale; it 
is then that we fee the Vanity, the De- 
ccittulne(s, and the Inluffticiency of this 


World, and the abſolute need we have of 


better things, and of an Intereſt in an 
Cnchangeable and Eternal God, Afi. 
Qions deaden our too great love of what 


is preſent, and make us foll:icitous tor * 


ſomething more durable and more {atis- 
tying, that 1s yet to come. Our out- 
ward Weakneſs does very trequently di- 
miniſh the ſtrength and the power of 
Sin, and the cthcacious Vigor of Grace 
is moſt dilplayed when our outward 
Circumſtances are very low, and no man 
but one extreamly blind can doat upuna 
trowning World, tho' all that we ſuffer 
here is wot worthy to be compared with 
that Glory which ſhall be revealed in us: 
And in hope of tins rhe Martyrs of Chriſt 
would not be delivered whea they mm 

al 


and choſe a painful Death for him rather 
than to live an caſte Lite ro his diſho» 
nour. How little did all the foft Tem- 
ptations of this World, all its Honours, 
Riches, and Pleaſures prevail with thoſe 
happy Souls! they loft Errth, and they 
obtained Heaven ; ity were ſcorned of 
men, and they were accepted of their 
God ; this World was not worthv of 
them, and they did nor think it wo. chy 
of their Hearts ; they took their flight 
from an unquiet Earth to' 2 cheer'u! place 
of Reſt; they deſpiſed thele vile things 
for thoſe that were truly precious, thele 
Temporals for Eternals, thef: viſible for 
luch as were inviſible ; and the know- 
ledge of the vanity of whatſoever is be- 
low preſerves good men from thole 
Cringingsand Flatteries, and many mean 
and unbecoming Arts wiuch others uſe, 
that ſo they may riſe and be advanced : 
Their Religion and their, Hope of Hea- 
ven fills them with a certain Greatneſs of 
Soul, which cauſes them to look with In- 
difference on the Goods or Evils of the 
preſent Lite ; their Groans are not very 
F 2 deep 
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deep, becauſe they know their Pain will 
ſoon be paſt ; they are not tranſported 
with exceſſive Joys, becauſe they know 
they vaniſh in a moment ; they know 
that every {ad and every lovely thing is 
of a very {mall continuance, and there- 
fore ncither much to be feared nor doa- 
ted on. 


Inf. xx. Seeing the Faſhion of this 
World paſſes away, we ought not to boaſt 
or glory in any thing that relates to ſo vain 
a ſtate. Let not him that 15 neatly and 
richly clothed ſcorn his Neighbour who 
wears a meaner and a more ordinary 
Garb ; let him not be ſo ſimple as to 
thinkChimſelf either more good or more 
witty, becaule the World has ſmiled 
more on him than another man ; let not 
him that is in Health ſhun the Converla- 
tion of the Sick that need aſſiſtance, for 
he himſelf has a very frail and brittle 
Conſtitution ; though you be com 
about with your Friends and Pleaſures, 
look not upon them that- have fewer 
Friends and Pleaſures with Diſdain, for 

there 
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there are innumerable Caſualties and Di- 
laſters, that-may take them all away : 
Let not him that is advanced ſcorn his 
; # Brother that is in a low degree; deſpiſe 
not ſuch whom crols Providences have 
made to be of little figure in the World, 
for many perſons of good Credit and 
Reputation have not been able to prevent 
their own decay : How many that once 
rode on Horſeback are now forced to 
walk on foot > How many that once 
flouriſh'd in Silks, and knew ſcarce how 
to touch the Ground with their tender 
Feet, and would not ſtir abroad without 
a Coach, are now forced to wear very 
mean Clothes, and to walk alone unat- 
tended, unobſerved, and unreſpected 2 

Now, to prelerve you from too much 
admiring what is preſent, take the fol- 
lowing Directions, 
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I. Look upon the Evil of the World, as 
well az upon its Goods. The Devil com- 
monly makes the Glory of this World to 
paſs before our Eyes, but hides the Mis 
leries and Troubles of it ; for indeed, 
F 3 thele 
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tlicle cloud and (poll all its Beauty : And 
| wonder not at the Saying of ſome old 
Phulolophers, *That it a man knew 
* what he were to fuller here on Earth, 
© he would cither chule not to be born, 
© or dyc as foon as he ſaw the Light, 
How many terrible things are there to 
one that 1s very pleaſant z We have 
now perhaps a Calm, but how ſoon will 
a Storm come ? In this World we live 
as if all things would pleaſe and humour 
us, and be juſt ſuch as we would have 
them to be ; but we muſt conſider that 
ve arcina Pilgrimage, and our cays are 
both tew and evil, How many long and 
{tormy Winters, and how tew ot our 
Summers are without cold Blaſts, and 
LigMning, and Thunder, and Sickneſs, 
and other troubleſome and uneaſie 
tings? What Diſeaſes prey upon 
our Health ! what Wars and Commoti- 
ons diſturb our Peace | what Fears, what 
'ad Prelages, what threatning Clouds 
make us mclancholly-and afraid ! what 
Gricts have we from our own Pains, and 
from thole of our Neighbors, and our 

Friends, 


Friends, whom we dearly love, how ſoon 
muſt they leave us, and we them ' This 
World is tull of Lofles and Treacheries, 
and Per(ecutions, and Violence, of Thirſt 
and Hunger ; here we|are many times 
roaſted as it were with exceſſive Heat, 
and at other times frozen and benumbed 
with exceſſive Cold ; {6 that we muſt be 
in a reſtlels and. miſerable ſtate, it we 
look no further: Our beſt Seafons are 
chequer'd with attending Evals ; cur [dle- 
neſs is troubleſome, and to is our Labour 
too: In publick, and in ſecret, in ſolitude 
and in converſation we| meet with many 
things that are uneaſie to us. There 1s 
no action, no perſon, no place, but which 
5 full of Vanity ; every Employment, 
and every Place is full of Snares ; there- 
fore we may juſtly ſay with a very de- 
vout perſon, * O when ſhall , Ln 
[ fully taſte O my Lord God, i, it Tait. 
how ſweet thou art 2 When Chriſti, bb, 3. 
ſhall I perceive and know © **: 

thee to be my All? Now I groan and la- 
bour under my Infelicities with Grief, 
becauſe many Evils occurr to me in this 
F 4 Vale 


72 The Changeableneſs 


Vale of Tears, which often make me ad, 
and cloud my Thoughts, often. hinder 
and diſtract me, often entangle and allure 
me, that I cannot have tree accels to thee, 
Let my ſighing and manitold delolation 
in this Earth move thee, O my Jeſus, thou 
great Light of thoſe that are in Darknels, 
thou true Comforter of a diſtreſſed and 
a weary Soul, O come to me, that am in 
ſorrow, and make me glad ;+ome, come, 
for I cannot have a pleaſant day or hour 
without thee, tor thou art my Delight ; 
here I am, O Lord, for thou haſt called 
me, and nothing will pleaſe me but thy 
ſelf, O my God, my Hope, and my Salva- 


tion. 


IT. Often converſe with thelubabitants 
of the World above. By Faith you may 
pierce within the Veil ; by Faith you 
may lee the Glory of God, and even now 
joyn with Angels and Saints in Praiſes 
and Hallelujahs, Let us often in our 
Thoughts viſit the Court of Heaven, and 
be pleaſed to think of thoſe glorious An- 
gels, who are fo full of Love, that are 

Con» 
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concerned for our Welfare, and |rejoyce 
when we are in the way to their bleſſed _ 
Heaven ; we ſhould love them again, as 
having fo many Beams of Holineſs far 
more thining than any that are in the 
Saints below ; and it we are the Servants 
of God, we are obliged to think upon 
them, for they are our Guard, and en- 
camp round about us ; the Converſation 
of this World has its: Weakneſs and Im- 
perteQtion, but the Society of ſuch know- 
ing, ſuch pure and amiable Creatures, 
will yield us Comtort, and bring no Trou- 
ble with it. And we muſt allo by Faith 
converſe with the bleſſed Saints now in 
Glory, they are now perfect in every 
lweet and lovely thing, their Opinions 
and their Thoughts are all the ſame, 
there is no Ignorance, no Envy, no talle 
Reports among them,they are gone from 
our World, and long not to live here 
again; they love, but it is God himſelf 
that their Hearts are fixed upon ; they 
would not leave their ſhining Robes, and 
their ſplendid Habitation, to be clothed 
on Earth with Purple, or any rich _ 
wats 
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whatſoever : We ſhould be zealous in 
our Endeavours to be there where they 
are ; you are in the Defart, but caſt 
your Eyes often on the Land of Canaan, 
breath after thoſe Crowns, and Honours, 
and Employments that are above : How 
far is their bleſſed Work above that 
which moſt of our tellow-Creatures here 
are engaged about > They marry not, 
they do not cat and drink, nor buy, nor 
(cl, but they love God, and they arelo- 
ved of him, they fce his Face, they adore 
his Majcſty, they taſte his Goodnels, Ict 
us imitate their Graces, and lng to. be 
in their pure and -durable Habitation ; 
there, as one lays, they contemplate.God 
by the light of his Glory ; here mult 
we contemplate him by the Light of 
Faith ; there they adore him, as the Ob- 
ject ot rheir Felicity, and we muſt adore 
um as the Fountain of our Conſolation : 
They celebrate and bleſs our Saviour for 
having redeemed them from everlaſting 
Damnation, and brought them to lus 
glorious Immortality ; and we muſt bleks 
him, that he has by his Merit pR—_ 
Re 
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Reſt for us, and given |us Hope by his 
bleſſed Spirit. Our Earth is but as a 
Cottage to their Palace, and not to be 
mention'd, not to be compared with the 
higheſt Heavens, that are full of Angels 
and Archangels, and happy Souls. Hea- 
ven, withoyt doubt, is the moſt glorious 
part of God's Creation, that ample 
Theatre, where his Wiſdom, and Good- 
neſs, and Love, and his other Perteions, 
wfll be moſt eminently diſplayed. Oh, 
let us long to love, and to rejoyce, and 
toſing as they do that are above ; let us 
maintain a Commerce with their World 
by daily Thoughts, and Hopes, and Me- 
ditations; oh, let uslong to be Aſſociates 
with the Citizens of Heaven, and to be 
inveſted with their Priviledges, it is a 
great Honour but ſuch an Honour as 
we poor* Exiles are by Command obliged 
to breathe after. Our Bitterneſs and 
Trouble here is deſigned to make ut 
thirſt for thoſe Rivers of Pleaſure that 
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II: Look wpon the departing World, 
and ſee with what face it then appears, 
It is now perhaps in its Flower and bloo- 
ming, Beauty, but a few years hence you 
ſhall ſee it withered and decayed: This 
World will furely leave you ; nay, it 
will bring you to Diſtreſs and Danger, 
and leave you too. The trueſt Preler- 
vative againſt Sin, is to conſider what a 
Farewel it has, whether it be ſo pleaſant 
at laſt as it isat firſt ; Sickneſs and Death 
will pull off the Mask under which it 
now appears, and ſhew it to,be, under 
all its fine Dreſs, a ghaſtly, deformed, 
ugly thing, and that in all its Sweets 
there was an ugly Venome ; it enſlaves 
whilſt it flatters; its Pleaſures are all 
falſe, ſhort, and ſuperficial ; we may do 
that againſt God in one moment which 
may procure us very long and bitter 
Sorrows ; Sin leads us on in a {mooth 
path, but it deſcends towards Hell and 
Woe. Confider- what the World 1s in 
the hour of Death, with what Convul- 
ſions, with what Amazements it 

tears 
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tears and diſtracts a Soul that fain would 
ſtay, and cannot. Oh, what is the World 
at the Door of Eternity 2 What is it to a 
Soul that is going thither 2 What are 
then all its Goods, its Honours, Riches, 
and Pleaſures, that one moment of dying 
deſtroys all our earthly Hopes, effacts 
and annihilates all our Beauties ; in thar 
moment, to an impenitent Sinner, Hell 
is open'd, and in vain does he then cry, 
0 World ! thou haſt cheated and deceived 
me. At that Seaſon it is that many an 
one cries, Oh that I had taken as much 
care to pleaſe God, as to pleale my felt 
and mine own Appetites ; O that I had 
ſpent as much time tor my Salvation, as 
| did to be rich and great ; O that Thad 
thought of Heaven as often as [ thought 
of Earth, then I might have had hopes of 


* going thither, but now my unprepared 


Soul knows not wire to go, I am going 
to be cut down by the ſtroke of Death, 
and alas, I am not ready for it ; muſt [ 
have no more time, no more Sabbaths, 
nor days of Grace, nor any more of the 
Invitations and Calls of God? O what 


will 
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will become of me ? I was often told, 
my Worldlinels, and my dallying and 
{porting with holy things, would ruin 
me, and 1 did not believe it, and now 
I muſt be driver» out of that very World 
that I ſo much doated upon., How little 
a while does all our Life ſeem to be 
when Death 1s come, it appears but as a 
very (mall and fleeting thing? Some pals 
their ſhort days in Abundance,and others 
in Poverty, {ome triumph, and others 
are unhappy, but how {mall a difference 
is there between the raining and the fair 
day when the night is come : What will 
you think of all your Buſineſs, your 
Trade, your Deſigns and ProjeAts, when 
the hour is come in which you muſt be 
told, that there is no hope ot Life ? ſuch 
News will pierce you to the quick, you't 
caſt your {ad Eyes on a departing World, 
and wonder at your own Folly ; with 
what Regret, and with what Anguiſh 
will you then look upon it, when it will 
do no more for you, when after all rhe 
time and ſtrength that you have laid out 
upon it, it will leave you to periſh? O 
ye 
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ye Worldlings, how will you then wiſh 


ro have lived at another: rate than you 
now do! What will all your Friendthips, 


your Alliances, your Honours, and your 


Comforts ſignific at tuch a doletul fea- 
ſon, when you will mourn, and others 
that behold you Weep alſo, but neuther 
your Tears nor theirs can obtain a Re- 
prieve ? Then you'l howl, and lament, 
and be aſtoniſh'd, ard quzke with Hor- 
ror, when you fce rhat for a few years 
Joy you muſt be jad for «ver, and tor 
ever ; in one inflant Death will tatter 
down all your Confidence, in one inſtant 
it will give the blow, and you ſhall tel 
the effects of that ſtroke to all Eternity. 
God, as ſome have oblerved, has doubled 


* the Organs of our Senles, and the princi- 


pal parts of our Bodies, to the end that 
the detet ot one may be ſupply d by 
the excellency ahd perieion of the other 
that remains: We have two F yes, that 
it one tail, we may be comforted by the 
other; we have two Fett, and two 
Hands, and one of theſe will ſerve ustor 
ation when the other is diflerviceable, 
but 


Bo Lhe Changeableneſs 
but all our Happineſs or Miſery to come 


depends upon one death, it we miſcarry 
once we are undone for ever. 


IV. Do not abuſe ths World that 
paſſes away. Strive to act your part well 
whilſt you are here, that you may not 
be unprovided when your Soul is in the 
ſeparated ſtate ; quit your ſelves like 
Chriſtians in your diſtin and proper 
ſtations ; be ſeriouſly good, and charita- 
ble, and of publick Spirits ; conſider that 
you are but, Stewards, and it 1s required 
of ſuch that they | be faithful, 1 Cor. 
4- 12. we muſt not waſte what Eſtate or 
Plenty God hath given us, for our Eſtates 
arc his, we muſt with great care ſpend 
our time, for 1t is his day in which we 
work ; we muſt frequently ſpeak for 
- him, tor our Tongues are not our own, 
nor is our Health, or Strength, or any 
thing we enjoy bur own. God has (ct 
us a Task to do, and that is to rule our 
Paſſions, to corre&t our Faults, and to 
grow in Knowledge, in Faith, and Hope, 
and Love, and Mortification, to ule in a 

right 
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right manner, and to a right end, all the 
Gifts and Graces of the Holy Gholt ; all 
that have the name of Chriſtian muſt be 
ſerviceable to their Maſter's Glory, aad 
lay themſelves out for him. Tis true, 
lome have more Advantages, and grea 

ter Helps than others, they have brigh- 
ter Underſtandings and clearer Appre- 
henſions, and more Liveline(s and Vigor ; 
ſome have a more honourable ſtation, 
and are dignified with a more illuſtrious 
CharaQter than others, ſoate Magiſtrates 
and Miniſters ; ſome have five Talents, 
and ſome bur one, yet all may do ſome- 
thing or other for their common Lord, 
the Rich may honour him with their 
Subſtance, and the Poor with their Pa- 
tience ; the Knowing and the Learned 
may glorifie him with their Wit and 
Parts, and the lels enlighten'd may glo- 
rite him with their Teachableneſs and 
Humility; the Healthful may glorific 
him with the zeal and the flower of their 
Strength, and the Sick by the calmneis 
of their Reſignation ; the Great and the 
Noble may glorifie him by the Luſtre of 
G a 
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a more ſpreading example of Religion, 
and the meaner ſort of People by their 
Holineſs and Contentment in a low eſtate: 
He that is a Father mult glorifie Him by 
inſtructing his Family, and labouring tor 
their Salvation,andChilyren muſt be obe- 
dient, and profit under the InſtruCtions, 
and Corrections of their Parents ; thoſe 
that are in publick Truſt muſt be faith- 
ful to their Truſt, 'and regard more the 
Common Good than their own Advan- 
tage ; and all that have the charge of 
Souls, muſt take care that they do not 
ſuffer them to periſh by their negligence 
and floth : Thole that are full of Buſs 
neſs muſt beware. of a too great love of 
this World, andAanctifie their whole At- 
fairs with an abiding lenie of God ; and 
thoſe that have leilure muſt imploy their 
more happy Talent, and their plealant 
Retirement, in gaining more Knowledge, 
and in frequent Meditation. There are 
variety of Giſts of God, and all are uſc- 
ful to the whole : There are many mem- 
ters,and but one body, and the eye cannot 
\ ſay tothe hand, I have no need of thee, nor 
5 agam 
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again the head to the feet, Thave no need 
of you, 1 Cor. Xit. 21, Every man hath 
his proper Gitt of God, one aiter this 
manner, and another after that, 1 Cor. 
vii. 7. and the ſeveral different meaſwes 
of Grace among Chriitians cauſe the 
Tents of Facob to be more amiable,as the 
Hills and Valleys, the taller Trees and 
the leſſer Shrubs, all contribute to the 
good order and rhe beauty of the Uni- 
verſe ; and there is noServant of Chriſt, 
how mean ſocver, but hath his Talent, 
by the good uſe of which he may fer 
forth his Maſter's Praiſe, and promote 
his Intereſt ; therefore often remember 
the Precept of the Apoſtle, That you uſe 
the World as not abuſing it, and beware 
of too cager deſires of it ; 'tis the ſame 
Advice which our Saviour himlſelt gives, 
Luke xii. 15. Take heed, and beware of 
covetouſneſs, 'tis an Enemy which inft- 
nuates itlelf under fo | many {pecious 
names, that 'tis {carcely to be diſcerned ; 
tis an Enemy that wears the deceitful 
colours of Lawtulneſs and Necellity ; 'tis 
lawful and neceſlary to purſue your {eve- 
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ral Callings, 'tis lawful and neceſſary to 
provide tor your Families, and to have 
wherewithal to abound jn good Works, 
and to give to the Poor, but beware, leſt 
under thefe tair pretencesa covetous and 
over-cager deſire of this World creep in- 
to your Hearts, Though you move in 
a lower {phcre than others, yet you may 
go as fatcly and as comfortably to the 
Grave as they. Remember you are but 
Stewards, and a, very ſtrict account will 
be taken of allXhat you enjoy ; uſe your 
Riches, your Comtorts, and your Friends 
with ſo much indifference and modera- 
tion, as not to hinder your wiſe and car- 
ly Preparations for Eteraity ; uſe them 
{o, as that you may with Peace reflet 
upon that uſage when you are to dye; 
if you have more of the World than 
others, be more {erviceable, but be not 
more extravagant, and luxurious, and 
profuſe, tor ſo you will encreale your 
Condemnation : Do not for this World 
cheat, or diſſemble, or lye, or opprels 
your Neighbors, for you lee it quickly 
paſſes away. God does not forbid you 
the 


\ of this Wozld, $5 
the uſe of your Goods and of your Plea- 
ſures, He has created abundance of agree- 
able things for your delight, but then 
they muſt not have more of your Time, 
nr of your Thoughts, and of your Hearts 
than He has : It you be proud of what 
you have, or are {wallowed up with 
criminal Recreations ; it you admire 
your Bodies, and negle& your Souls ; if 
you are covetous and uncharitable to 
the Poor ; if tor the ſake of any thing 
here you commit a Sin, and hazard your 
Salvation; if your Buſineſs and Trade 
caule you to negle& the Scriptures, or 
private of Family-prayer, you are then 
Abulers of the World : If you make your 
own Cale your End, and are ingratetul to 
God, and cold in the promoting of his 
Glory, 'tis a ſign that you have all your 
Portion here, and that you have none of 
his. To rclieve you under the ſad Con- 
templations of fo vain'a World, you may 
hope for the Renovation of this World, 
and for its deliverance from its prelenc 
ſtate of Sin and Vanity. 2 Peet. iii. 12, 
In the day of God the Heavens being on 
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fire, ſhall be diſſolved, and the Elements 
melt with fervent heat : Nevertheleſs, 
ſays he v. 13, we, p__ to his promiſe, 
look for new Heavens, and a new Earth, 
wherein dwelleth Righteouſneſs. Here's 
no room for Allegories or allegorical Ex- 
poſitions, unleſs we will make the Con- 
{!:pration of the World an Allegory ; 
tor, as Heavensand Earth were deltroy- 
cd, ſo Havens and Earth are reſtored ; 
and if in the firſt place you underſtand 
the natural material World, you muſt 
allo underſtand it; in the ſecond place, 
thus are both Allegories, or neither : But 
to make the Conkhoa an Allegory, 
15nct only to contradict S. Peter, but all 
Antiquity, fſacred/or prophane. And [ 
defire no more aflurance that we ſhall 
have new Heavens and a new Earth, 1aa 
literal (ence, than we have that the pre- 
{ent Hcavens 2nd Earth ſhall be deſtroy- 
cd ina literal ſence, and by material Fire, 
Dr. Burnet's Theory of the Earth, Book 4. 
P. 132. Ed. 2. where thole that are dil- 
{atished may (ce many Arguments *con- 
firming this Opinion, very well deduced 
trom 
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from the Scriptures, which, I ſuppoſe, 
may not only relate to the Goſpel Di- 
ſpenſation, wherein the old Opinions, and 
Cuſtoms, and Manners of Men were 
ſtrangely changed, but to that ſtate of 
this Earth, which will ſucceed the gene- 
ral Conflagration, whea all the Creatures 
ſhall be delivered from the Bondage that 
they are now groaning under, becauſe of 
our Sin. [I ſhall not here give you mine 
own Opinion, leſt I ſhould be thought to 
be a ſetter torth of new DoCtrines, tor | 
am far irom a curious inclination to be 
the Author of ſome new notions, and tar 
would I be from diverting the Minds of 
any from ſerious Godlinels, but if it be a 
Scripture-Truth, and as old as the days 
of David, and of the Apoſtles, it muſt 
not be buried in' ſilence. To the fore- 
mentioned place of Scripture theſe may 
be added, for thoſe to conſider who think 
this not probable, P/al. 102. 27. Eccl. 
1. 4. and eſpecially Rom. 8. 19, 20, 
2I, 22. Rev. 21. 1. And to thele which 
make it very probable I ſhall add, firſt, 
the Opinion of Monſieur Morus, hereto- 
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fore aneminent Divine amongſt the Pro. 
teſtants in Fraxce, and ſecondly, the 
Opinion of Mr. Charnock, whom all be- 
lieve to be a ſolid and learned Divine ; 
the following words I have from the 
French Minitter, and thoſe that* pleaſe 
may conſult him in lus Sermons in 80, 
in French, where, in Page 541, he lays 
as follows. 
© Then all thoſe Dilorders which our 
* Fall occaſion'd here (hall be tully rc- 
* moved, and the World having been re 
© fined with Fire, ſhall come torth as 
* Gold ſhining with cvery pleaſant and 
* lovely thing, and then the Servants of 
* God ſhall have. a glorious Liberty, and 
* never be mingled with the Wicked, and 
* never be perlecuted or diſtreſſed any 
* more ; then this curſed Earth ſhall be 
© bleſſed, it ſhall never tremble with 
* Earthquakes, hever be ſteeped in Inun- 
* dations, never be defiled with Warand 
* Blood any more, no more Storms or 
* Tempeſts ſhall make it atraid, no more 
* ſhall it bring forth Thorns and Bryars, 
# no more ſhall it be forced to be frutttul, 
* but 
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(but it ſhall flouriſh with an eternal 
© Spring, and every part of it ſhall be a 
© Paradile ; it ſhall beno more trod upon 
© by Blaſphemers and Haters of God, it 
© ſþall be full of beauty, and ſhall have 
© Spectators worthy ot itlelt; the Crea- 
© tures ſhall no more be touched with 
* impure Hands, nor ſhall it ever be again 
* ſubjet to the Wicked, whom it once 
f {crveql with regret ; an eternal Peace 
* (hall then flourith in this great Univerſe, 
nor thalk, it be diſturbed with any 
f ſtrange events ; every thing ſhall have, 
* without variation, the moſt accompli- 
* (hed and the moſt happy form that is 
* agreeable to its nature; and in fine, the 
© Creatures ſhall be new clothed with all 
*the Qualities that, are proportionable 
* to the immortal ſtate of the World to 
* come, having entirely quitted all the 
* Seeds of thoſe ruinous Alterations thar 
* it had betore ; and as the Earth hath 
* now the marks and blemiſhes of the 
* malediction and diſgrace of Man, ſoin 
* that Change it ſhall have the characters 
* and impreſſions of his Glory, and it 


* ſhall 
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* ſhall be as an illuſtrious Monument of 
© his Felicity. And the Reaſon (as he 
goes on) of thoſe is vain, who conclude 
the World mult entirely periſh, becauſe 
they know not to what ule it will then 
ſerve for : Say | they, What need will 
there be of the Earth and the Water, of 
Air and Fire, ſ{teing we ſhall no more 
have need of the Winds for Navigation, 
nor of Houles to inhabit, nor of ro A- 
mals to {erve,nor of Fruits to nouruh. &:2 
He aafwers, Altho' this Change ihould 
ſerve for nothing, but as a mark of the 
glorious Liberty ot the Children of God, 
in which it were toſhare,this ſole uſe of 
it would be ſufficient reaſon of preſerving 
it ; the renewed World fhall be an ever- 
laſting Witnels of the entire abolition of 
Sin, and of the full eſtabliſhment of the 
Servants of God in his Favour ; and it 
may alſo greatly manifeſt - the Glory of 
itsReſtorer, God may replant there more 
than ever the marks of his Bounty, Po- 
wer, and Wiſdom, which may to his ad- 
miring Saints furniſh cternal Subjefts of 
Praiſe and Hallelujahs. And it approa- 

ches 


of this Wozld. or 
ches, as he ſays, near to raſhnels, to abo- 
liſh or extenuate the number of the Crea- 
tures,becaule we know not how they are 
ſerviceable to men, there are abundance 
of Creatures now, whereof we do not 
know what the uſe would have been, if 
Adam had never ſinned. The Apoſtle 
does not ſay in this Text, that the Sub- 
ſtance of the World ſhall paſs away, but 
only the Faſhion of it. See Pal. cii, 27. 
The Heavens ſhall periſh,the appearance 
they now have ſhall vaniſh, and a more 
glorious and incorruptible frame be ere- 
ed, by the Power and Goodnels of God, 
God, as a learned Divine fays, will take 
down this Scaffold, which he hath built 
to publiſh his Glory : As every Indivi- 
dual hath a certain term of its duration, 
loan end is appointed for the univerſal 
nattire of Heaven and Earth ; //a. 51.6. 
The Heavens ſhall vaniſh like ſmoak ; 
which diſappears as Smoak, 1s relolved 
and attenuated into Air, not annihilated, 
{o ſhall the World aſſume a new face, and 
have a greater clearneſls and ſplendor, as 
the Bodies of men diſſolved into Duſt 
ſhall 
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ſhall have more glorious Qualities inthe 
Reſurrection, asa Veſlel ot Gold 1s mel- 
ted down, to remove the batterings1n it, 
and receive a more comely form by the 
Skill of the Workman. See more 1q 
Mr. Charnock's excellent Diſcourſe on God's 
Immutability, | And | deſire my Readers 
to forbear cenfuring this Opinion, till 
they have calmly read what he ſays in 
the three firſt Leafs of that Diſcourſe; 
it this Opinion; ſhould not be true, one 
would wiſh it were it 1s (o very plea- 

lant. | 
But though! it be greatly probable, 
that ſuch a bleſſed Change this World of 
ours ſhall receive, yet our preſent Work 
15 to be fit for Death ; to believe in Jeſus, 
and obey his Will, and having {(o done, 
whatſoever happy Alterations he will 
make in this Creation, we ſhall be Sha- 
rers in them,'and which will make it 
more happy for us, He and we ſhall ne- 
ver part; tor ſuch is the Lot of thole 
that ſhall Ze accounted worthy to obtain 
that World, and the Reſurretion from the 

Dead. 
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Conſ. 1. How little onr bleſſed Re- 
deemer eſteemed all the Pomp and Glory 
of this vain World. He might have had 
2 Train of Kings to follow him if he had 
pleaſed ; he could have made them to 
have laid their Crowns and Scepters at 
his Feet, but he cho'e Fiſhermen for his 
Companions, men of mean Education, of 
ordinary Parts,void of all that Eloquence 
and Learning, and thoſe other gracetul 
Qualifications of Art, that are very ta- 
king in the Eyes of men, and of thoſe 16 
illiterate and ſo mean in their outward 
circumſtances he made Apoſtles: He did 
not love ſuch pompous Vanities as our 
[gnorance caules us frequently to doat 
upon ; he valued not-Riches, or ſplendid 
Habitations, or Honour and Applaule, he 
lived in a voluntary Poverty, that by 
his excellent Precepts and Example we 
might be raiſed to the purſuit of eternal 
Trealures : And as an Inſtance of his 
undervaluing this World, he died be- 
times, he lett this Earth a. little after he 
was Thirty years old, and he would have 
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ſtayed longer in it had he thought it to 
have been {o every way excellenc, and 
ſuitable, and deſirable, aswur meaner 
Apprehenſions do generally judge it is. 
Our ot this World he 1s every day ga- 
thering ſome or other of his Servants, 
that they may live with him in his own 
Kingdom, which is a far better place. 


Coal: 2. The due uſe of theſe fore- 
mention d Direttions will fit you to leave 
this World, and to dye in Peace. Where. 
as with the greateſt part of men it is far 
otherwiſe, for when God ſummons them 
by Death, they have ſeveral things todo 
before they can obey his Call. One ſays, 
Lord, let me live to (ee this or that Child 
diſpoſed of, or to enjoy this or that 
worldly Comfort, which I have greatly 
deſir'd, and then I will obey thy Call. 
And anotier is faying, Lord, let melive 
loager, thac | may call to mind the pall 
Errors ot my Lite ; give me more ſpace 
wherein to repent, and then I alfo will 
obcy thy Call. The young man fays, 
Lord, let me hyec till my days draw to- 
wards 


wards Old-age, let thy Sun ſhine upon 
me as long as it has done on any others 
of my Acquaintance, and then | will be 
very willing to depart, Thus the moſt 
are ſo habituated to'the conſideration 
and the love of preſent things, that they 
are entirely Strangers to thole which are 
future and immortal ; they would fain 
excuſe themſelves trom dying, and when 
Death comes to fetch them to another 
World, they have ſome Projet or ano- 
ther, for this ſtill running in their Heads, 
and which tacy do got part with till 
their Breath is gone ; but you, by a wi- 
{cr improvement of your time will be in 
a fit preparation to remove hence, and 
have a new Dwelling to receive you, 
when you are made to quit your former 
Habitation ; you will be of the number 
of thoſe happy Travellers to Eternity, 
who dye not by furprize, becauſe they 
are always on the Road that leads to the 
bleſſed place above :| Nor will Death 
amaze you, becauſe you have a thouſand 
and a thouſand times meditated what it 
is to dye, and what is requiſite to fo vaſt 
a 
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a Change ; you will be acquainted with 
that Saviour who hath diveſted Death of 
all its poiſonous and hurtful Qualities : 
Death will be to you as a {weet and 
agreable Sleep; nor will it be terribleto 
you, though it is {o to others, becaule ic 
{natches trom them all the dear Objects 
of their Love ; when it diffolves your 
preſent Frame, it will unite you to that 
ſupreme Good which you have been ſigh- 
ing after ; to you it will appear with a 
(weet and amiable Face, for it will accom- 
pliſh for you many bleſſed things, and 
you ſhall be in all relpes very happy.: 
For, as one ſays, happy are they not who 
poſſeſs great Riches, ſeeing the Rich 
when he dies ſhall carry nothing away. 
with him : Happy are they not who 
command others, ſeeing Death will de- 
- prive them of all their Dignities, and in 
the Grave the Great and the Poor are 
treated both alike : Happy are thoſe not 
who laugh, and taſte the Pleaſures of this 
World, ſeeing Death will change their 
Laughter into Sadneſs, and their laſt hour 
will be full of Gall and Bitterneſs ; bur, 
bleſſed 
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Bleſſed are the dead that dye in the Lord, 


and fo they dye who have their Hearts 
weaned trom the World. 


Conf. 3. Where thoſe perſons now 
are that once over-admir d ſo vain a World 
@ this. The tormer Generations were 
as bulte, and as throng, and as cager at- 
ter the World as the mcn of tius, but 
they and their Cares, they and their foo- 
liſh [maginations are paſt off the Stage : 
Though their Larids are now called atter 
their own Names, and though they gave 
aRiſc to thoſe Familics who flourith 1a 
this Age, with the Remainders of thoſe 
Eſtates, which their Induſtry and Money 
purchaſed ; yet alas, what does it profit 
them? What are ti ey the better for 
their pompous and (welling Titles, - (ee- 
ing they are fallen in'0 everlaſting Dit- 
grace, and their Names are blotted out 
of the Book of Life > The departure of 
luch Worldlings leaves us thele and the 
like Warnings. Diſpoſe your ſelves to 
remove, for in a little time you may be 
with us:: We doated on the Vapour of 
our 
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our Lite as much as yon, we courted,and 
flatter d, and admir'd the World, bur all 
our Riches, and all the Friends we had by 
their means, could not ſave us from the 
laſt Arreſt : We flouriſh'd with as fair : 
Green, and had as kind a Spring as you, 
but ſoon did our Winter come ; our 
Morning was as clear as yours, and the 
dawning of our Day promiſed us the 
ontinuance of a long and eafie Lite, but 
quickly were we forced to part w ith our 
dearly-bcloved World ; quickly dicÞ the: 
God of our Lives call us away, though 
we mock'4 at his Meſſengers, and defied 
his Threats, yet we have found hiim to 
be a very juſt and terrible God ; and i 
You tread in our ſteps, and over-admir: 
the World, as we did, you will find him 
to be fo :” Our Vapour ſhone with 4 
brigat a glaring as yours does; we ſcent 
ed ro our Neighbours to be very gre 
and conſiderable perions, and becaule w: 
euld number many Bags, and tel] man' 
Pounds that were our own, wethougſt 
of our {elves as highly as they did, bu 
the moment of our death has undeceive 
p 
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us, and alas, this ſight of our Error came 
too late to be redreſt ; we counted upon 
many years in ſtore, and even when 
our time to dye was come, thought that 
diſmal hour far off : We are now no bet» 
ter for being diſcourſed and talked of 
by thoſe that are alive ; we are no bet- 
ter for having our Names ſung in Verſe, 
or engraven on the Marble of our 
Tomb : Weare now' no better for all 
our Gain and Profit, it was procured 
with Grief, maintained with Fear, and 
loſt with Mourning. And indeed, all 
their Greatne(s and Riches could only 
procure a more pompous Funeral, and a 
greater throng of invited Friends to ftol- 
low them, and a more coſtly place in 
the Church to lye in, but they have no 
more freedom trom Corruption there 
than in the common Graves. 

The remaining part of my Diſ- 


courſe I would addrels to YOUNG 


PERSONS, efpecially ſeeing this 
Auditory does principally conlilt of 
ſuch: You that have lived but a 
while, think the World a very fine 

H 2 place, 
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place, but you little know what Chan- 
ges and Alterations you ſhall meet 
withal ; fore Aiſflitions may come 
upon you, that will danip all your 
vain Pleaſures, your Joys, and your 
fooliſh Hopes : You love liberty to 
walk abroad, and to gratihe your elves 
in every delighttul thing, but how ſoon 
will you be confined by Sicknels : 
How ſoon will the ſhadow of Death be 
{pread upon you, and therefore take 
this Advice ; Confider how many are 
paſt into the other World even in their 
Touth. Reflet and thivrk how within 
the tpacc of Ten or Twelve Years 
many ol your Acquaintance are dead 
and gone, many that were of a ſtron- 
ger inake than you, many that looked 
tor many Years to coin2, and for 
Old-Age as well as you. How have 
vou icen thoſe that uſed to rejoyce 
in the free Air, to be in a lenely 
Chamber, and thoſe that were molt (0- 
ciable, not able perhaps to bear any 
company ; and thoſe that were brisk 
and {trong, to be weak and faint ; _ 
wil 
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will not this, in a little time, be your 
own cale > Oh, how little did they 
then prize the World ! how were all 
their Hopes daſh'd, and all their Joys 
vaniſh'd ! Ana will it not be {o with 
you in a very little time > Oh, thirk 
where thole young men now dwell 
that are gone before ; thoſe that were 
moſt full of excellent Humour and en- 
tertaining Diſcourſe, are now in the 
filent Grave, and every one of their 
Graves calls to you in this Language; 
Here- hes one, now mouldering in the 
Duſt, that a little while ago had as 
firm a Conſtitution, and as much Health 
and Strength as you : Here hes the 
Head that was full of as many -Con- 


_ trivances, and Hopes, and Expectations 


as yours are, but now 1t projects and 
contrives no more : Here lies a Body 
in the cold Bed of Earth, that was as 
tender, and as dclicate, and as afraid 
of every thing that was ingratetu] to 
ts Senſes, as you are : Here lies the 
Creature called a Man, that aſed to 
walk the Street in| a hurry after Buft- 

H 3 nels, 
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neſs, and in as genteel a Garb as others 
do that are alive, but the ſame God 
that has confined it to {ſo obſcure and 
ſo dark a Dwelling, and in the Church. 
yards and the Vaults of the Dead; 
there is no diſtinion - between the 
learned and unlearned, the richer an{ 
the poorer Duſt, in a little while it 
has all the ſame form, and retains no 
marks ot that Grandeur, or Greataels, 
or handſome Carriage which made it 
remarkable while it was on Farth 
Here 15s nothing to tell who it was that 
was applauded, and flatter'd, and cltce- 
med by mortal Men ; nor who it was 
that ſpent his time to buy, and ſell, and 
get Gain. Nothing ruins young men 


more than putting off the ſerious con- 


ſideration of the day of Death : They 
conſider, it is a troubleſome and me- 
lancholly Subje&t to think upon, and 
this might -do pretty well, were not 
they themſelves to dye, and for ought 
thcy know, to dye betimes. Oh Sis! 
conſider how foon you, even you, 
may be in your long Eternity. Oh! 


pre- 
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prepare now, leſt you be there una- 
wares, leſt you go trom a pleaſant 
World to a World of Torture, leſt you 
90 from a World of Joy ro a World 
of Anguiſh and Vexation. Suppo you 
ſhould dye,- and not be fir for Death, 
what Amazement and Conſternation 
would ſeize you then > Oh prepare, 
for you may have long Pain betore you 


dye. Our departed Friend was atflicted- 


lor many Months with a Diſtemper 
for which there was no Rehiet, and un- 
der which he kept his Bed tor about 
Twenty Weeks, and had not, but in the 
intervals of Sleep, occafion'd with ſtu- 
pitying Potions, ſcarce a moments ea(e 
from Pain, and it it be your Lot to be 
ſo long as he was in the ſhadow of 
Death, how will your Hands endure or 
your Hcarts be ſtrong > Such Pain will 
tire out your Spirits ; ſuch Pain will in- 
diſpoſe you for every good thing. Oh 
improve your Health, tor Sickneſs is 
no proper Sealon wherein to begin to 
be religious ; your | Thoughts will be 
perplexed, your Minds will be unhin- 
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ged, and you'l be every way liſtleſs, 
tor Prayer, or any other Duty, of which 
our Friend was ſo ſenſible, that he 
{>metimes laid, /t is well that I had not 
my Work now to do, for if 1 had, 
could not have done it, When you 
come to be difealed, and to have 
{carce any Viſitants but a Dot&tor or 
Apothecary ; when all your pleaſant 
Treats and merry Entertainments ara 
over, you muſt come to ſee nothing on 
your Table but Apozems, and Cordzals, 
and Juleps, and bitter Potions, and [ 
know not what other weak Relreh- 
ments of your departing Life, and 
which cannot hinder it trom depart- 
ing; then you'l ſay as others before you 
have done, Yanity of Vanities, all u Va- 
nity. And this made our Friend alſo 
ſay, If ſome that he knew had but felt 
the Pains that he felt, they would 
lead better Lives, and God grant that 
they may, whoever they be. One Ge- 
eration paſſes away, and another comes ; 
in about an hundred years all that were 
alive in that Age are dead : How many 
are 
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are gone ſince Adam > How faſt are 
the tormer gone, and how ' quickly 
will our prelent paſs away | Your 
time to dye is coming ; neither the 
Greatneſs of your Kindred, nor the 
Heaps of your, Riches, nor the Beauty 
ot your Complexion, nor the Vigour 
of your Temper, nor the fineneis of | 
your Dreſs, will keep you irom the 
Grave ; you are as a Veſlel of Glats, 
and ſome unforeſeen Accident or ſud- 
den Fall will break you to pieces, 
2 Sam. 14. 14. for we muſt needs dye, 
and are as Warer| (pilt upon . the 
Ground, which canffot be gathered up 
again, Thoſe that care leaſt to hear 
ot Death, muſt in a ſhort time them- 
ſelves be dead. That Eaſtern Prince, 
that was extreamly | delicate, is now 
with all his foftneſs and pomp paſt 
away, Though none might enter in- 
to the Gate of thy King Ahaluerus, 
whilſt he was alive, clothed with Sack- 
cloth, Efth. 4. 2. Lelt the ſight of {6 
{ad an Obje&t ſhould give him Trou- 
ble, or miniſter an occaſion to mourn- 


ful 
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ful or grievous Thoughts, which might 
diſturb his Pleaſures. 

Improve the Death of this now de. 
parted young man: He now is 1 
the Grave, that was active in his Cal- 
ling and managing of Trade and By- 
ſineſs but a tew Months ago : His Sun 
ſett indeed betimes, but he (et in 
beams, and a Light fince remains, that 
may be uſctul to us that are alive. 
1here were three things that have em- 
balmed his Memory, and makes it 
precious to us and all (is Friends. 

1. He had excellent ſweetneſs of Tem- 
per. And in laying fo, I give him but 
a very juſt Praiſe, for a pleaſant, a 
{mooth, and an even Temper is amtable 
in the Eyes of God and Man. | que- 
ſtion not but our Bleſſed Saviour was 
of an admirable Diſpoſition, even as to 
the Humour and Temperament of his 
Body, and that made him abpndantly 
more capable of promoting the Glory 
of God, for ['am ſure an ill-natur'd man 
can do very little good ; the rancour 
of his Spirit envenoms all his Advice 
and 
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and Counlels, and People muſt have 
very little ro do, that will hearken to 
2 man that is morole: A crabbed 
ugly Temper is the Spot of Humane 
Nature. Our Saviour loved John more 
than all the reſt of | his Dilciples, and 
he found him very fir for his fa- 
miliarity ; for, as we find by his Epi 
ſtles he had a very. loving Soul, our 
Friend Mr. HiZ was a perlon of a 
pleaſant Converſation ; he was nhone'of 
thoſe humourſome | fowre People, to 
whom a man mult be beholden for 
2 Look, or a Word, and that have 
uſed themſelves io long to frown, that 
they know not how to {mile, and to 
whom one muſt talk in_ print, for fear 
of disjointing their Stiffnels and reſer- 
ved Conceitedneſs. Our Friend was 
grateful to all his Acquaintance, by 
his Aﬀablenels, his Mceekneſs and Sin- 
_ cerity. And, oh that all that we have 
to do withal had in them no more of 
Storm than he had, what a filent quiet 
World fhould we then have ? In a 
World where there is ſo much iulþ 
nature, and waſpiſhnels, and paſlion, as 

in 
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in ours, we needed fuch a Pattern of 
a better frame. And I deſire thoſe 
who have the Unhappineſs of an ll 
nature, to ſtrive and pray againſt it, 
that they may nor be perpetual Thorns 
ro others, and a Burden to th2mlelves. 
2. He was upon all due occaſions ſer- 
viceable and charitable. His good Hu- 
mour , as well as his Religion , en- 
clined him to be a Bleſling to the 
World : If any were in Dittrels, or need- 
ed his Help, he was preſently ready to 
relieve them : AnJ though he was 
not forward to proclaim his Charities, 
or to make a great noiſe about them, 
it was a very commendable thing 
in him to buy ſerious Books, to give 
away as he feveral times did, and 0 
by that mens (ſpread Knowledge anl a 
Religion. He began the World very 
young, and was not quite Eighteen 
when he entred int» Buſinels, in which 
by his good management and skill 
he made very conſiderable progrels, 
and by the Bleſſing of God on his 
diligent Endeavours his Afﬀeairs pro- 
fpered, and had very good —_ 
al 
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and with his cncreaſing Proſperity he 
had no ſtingy narrow Soul. 

[ think 1 may ſay'it was not in his 
Nature to be covetous, tor had we 
thought him ſo, we ſhould have been 
more inconſolable 'for his loſs, He 
was in his Health a frequent Attender 
on this Le&ture, and an encourager of 
it, and by his Death we have loſt a very 
ſincere and hearty Friend. L 

3. He was ſubmiſſive in hs long Afli- 
ion, and it was long indeed to jence, for 
it ſeized bim in Otober laſt. And who 
can reckon up all the fad and painful 
Hours, all the weary Days and reſtleſs 
Nights that he had from that time 2 
There is nothing that more ſenſibly 
and nearly teaches us the Mileries of 
the Fall of Adam, than the Pains which 
attend our decaying Bodies ; and that 
which makes Pain more formidabie 
than it would otherwile be, is the 
continuance and the length of wt. It 
is cafie indced to bear the Pain of one 


or two days, but not fo ea{te to bear _ 


the Pain of fcveral ſuccecding weeks 
and months; and. this render'd the 
Good- 
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Goodneſs of God to our Friend more 
illuſtrious, in that during ſo long and 
ſo ſharp an illne(s, he gave him pro. 
portionable Support, and his Patience, 
though it had very ſmart Exerciſes, 
was not tired out ; and there 1s not a 
more noble and admirable thing in all 
the World, than to fee a Soul dwelling 
in painful Fleſh, with which it cannor 
but be affected, to remain till and 
calm, not diſordered nor unhinged with 
violent Paſſions, Murmurings, or inde- 
cent Complaints ; and fugh a Soul, fo 
ſilent, and fo calm, as one would have 
wiſhed for, he had. He, poor man, 
felt a great' deal of Miſery, but {poke 
of it very little, and alwaies ſpoke with 
great acquieſcence in the Providence of 
God ; and though he long'd, as Nature 
it ſelf cannot avoid fo longing, to ſee 
an end of his Aﬀfition, yer he always 
uſed to ſay, Not as I will Lord, but a 
thou wilt, When he was asked, whe- 
ther he did not long to be among his 
Friends, and in his Buſineſs ; he ſaid, he 
took as much fatisfaRion on his Sick-bed 
as in his Warthouſe, becaule it was the 
Wil 
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Will of God. And when his very kind 
and loving Relation, that with a peculiar 
Aﬀection attended him in his illneſs, ſee- 
med at any time concernedly to {ympa- 
thize with him in his great and dreadful 
Pain, he would endeavour to raiſe up his 
Hope, and to comtort her by ſaying, that 
he muſt leave the time and manner of his 
Deliverance unto God himſelf. lt troubled 
me many rimes, when | went to {ce him, 
to ſee one with whom 1 had had fuch 
familiar Converfation, to be fo much 
afflicted ; it gricved me to (ee fo hopetul 
a young man, 1n the middle of his Age, 
and when he might have been more {er- 
viceable, lying on a Sick-bed ; and that 
the Skill of his Pliyſician was not fucceſs- 
tul, though I tully believe there wanted 
neither Judgment, nor Care, nor Conſci- 
ence, on his part, to dohim all the good 
he could ; the Dilcale was too firmly roo- 
ted, and of roo long a ſtanding to admit 
a Cure ; the thought and fear of this was 
a trouble to me, but I had ſome Comtort 
mingled with my Griet, tor one that | 
truly & ſincerely loved, by obſerving his 
great patience and reſignation, one could 
NOt 
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not but be greatly edified,to ſee the mild. 
neſs of his Soul, which Soul is now fled 
away,and I hope toa better World, where 
he will never be afflicted any morc. Oh 
let us that are yer alive blels the Mercy 
and rhe Kindnels of our Gud,that he hath 
{pared us when he has taken him away, 
that we are in this Aſſembly in Health, 
whilſt he is in tne Congregation of the 
Dead. Thus our Friends one atter another 
paſs away, and we our ſelves ſhall in a 
tew days be gone ; let not our Youth 
make us careleis and ſecure, ſeeing we 
have ſeen our Friend at the age of 2.4 cal- 
led away to another ſtate ; ler us pray,{ct 
us hear,let us read the Word, let us abound 
in all good Works, let us do all the good 
we can for our own Souls and the Souls 
of others,ſceing we have but a little t4me 
wherein to work,tor the night of Death 
will furely and quickly come ; let us not 
be ſlothtul, that to when our day draws 
ro its concluſion, we may have the Peace 
ot a good Conlcience, the Joys ot a Lite 
well tpent,and an abundant Entrance into 
that glorious World, the Faſhion whereot 
will never pals away. 
THE END. 
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Tamaica's Mileries ſhew Londorx's 
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